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Upcoming Events 
Through  April 29, 2012 — Down at the Depot Art Ex-
hibit by Dan Crusie at the CFRR Museum. 

April 14, 2012 - Deland, FL — 39th Florida Rail Fair, 
Volusia County Fairgrounds, 3150 East New York Ave-
nue, 9 am – 4 pm, Admission: Adults $7.00, Under 12 
Free. Contact: Charles Miller, 386-736-8185, 
rrshows@aol.com.  Website: http://www.gserr.com. 

April 14, 2012 — Annual Train Watch festivities in Folk-
ston, GA.  Details at their website:                              
http://www.folkston.com/trains/trains.htm.  

April 28, 2012 — Annual Meeting of the Florida Chapter 
of the Samuel B. Morse Telegraph Club from 10:00 AM 
to 4:00 PM at the Central Florida Railroad Museum.  The 
public is invited to attend. 

May 5-6, 2012,  The Villages, FL — The Villages Spring 
Train Expo, Lake Miona Regional Recreation Center, 
1526 Buena Vista Boulevard, 9 am – 4 pm Sat., 10 am – 
3 pm Sun., Admission: Adults - $5.00, Children Under 10 
– Free. Contact: Alan Goldberg, 352-205-4322, 
amgold15@hotmail.com, Website: http://
villagerailclubs.blogspot.com. 

May 12, 2012 — National Train Day.  Festivities in Tam-
pa include the 100th Birthday Celebration for Tampa Un-
ion Station.  A Chapter field trip is planned .  Details will 
be forthcoming.  

May 18-20, 2012, Winter Haven, FL — Sunshine Re-
gion NMRA Convention "Rails on the Ridge" will be held 
at the Best Western Plus Park View Hotel (former Admi-
ral's Inn). Interested people can contact the registrar, 
Bob Gangwish via email at BobGang.aol.com.  The Con-
vention website is http://
ridgemoderailroadclub.webs.com/. 

Continued On Page 2. 
 

 

April Museum 
Work Session 

Saturday, April 21, 2012 
8:30 AM to 3:30 PM 

Please come out and help with the 
many chores that need to be done!!!! 

April Meeting 
Monday, April 9th  at 7:00 PM 
Central Florida RR Museum 

101 S. Boyd St., Winter Garden, FL 
Refreshments Provided By: Chuck Ansell  

Program: SunRail Project Update 
By: Frank Milmore 

April Birthdays 
Clarence Hurt  4/4 

Warren McFarland  4/16 
Jeanine Forrester  4/27 

DOWN AT THE DEPOT 
ART EXHIBIT CONTINUES 

CFRR MUSEUM 
WINTER GARDEN:  “Down at the Depot,” an exhibit of 
railroad paintings by Dan Crusie, continues through April 
29 at the Central Florida Railroad Museum.  The Muse-
um is open 1 PM to 5 PM daily.  

May Meeting 
Monday, May 14th at 7:00 PM 
Central Florida RR Museum 

101 S. Boyd St., Winter Garden, FL 
Refreshments Provided By: Jerry Honetor 

Program:  From Death to Life - Bowling 
Green, KY & the L&N  

By: David Rhea 

Annual Meeting of Morse Telegraph Club 
Hosted By Central Florida Railroad Museum 

April 28th — 10 AM to 4 PM 
The Florida Chapter of the Morse Telegraph Club will 
hold its Annual Morse Day Celebration at the Central 
Florida Railroad Museum on April 28th between 10 AM 
and 4 PM  in celebration of the birthday of Samuel B. 
Morse, the inventor of the telegraph and Morse Code.  
Club members will display and demonstrate antique and 
replica telegraph instruments and equipment.   
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Al Pfeiffer’s Photo Corner 
This feature focuses on photos taken by our own Chapter 
member Al Pfeiffer.  Over the years, Al has taken thou-
sands of photos related to our favorite hobby and he 
would like to share some of them with us.  Each month, 
three of Al’s photos are featured. 

CSX #4306 Southbound on Deland Branch 
in Deland, FL.  10/11/10 

FEC #106 Southbound at Port Orange, FL. 2/16/11 

AMT #91 Southbound at MP 780 Near 
Altamonte Springs, FL  7/20/10 

Upcoming Events 
Continued From Page 1 

May 17-20, 2012 - Birmingham, AL — R&LHS Annual 
Convention,. 

July 14, 2012 - Deland, FL — 40th Florida Rail Fair, Volu-
sia County Fairgrounds, 3150 East New York Avenue, 9 
am – 4 pm, Admission: Adults $7.00, Under 12 Free. Con-
tact: Charles Miller, 386-736-8185, rrshows@aol.com.  
Website: http://www.gserr.com. 

August 18-19, 2012,  The Villages, FL — The Villages 
Summer Train Expo, Lake Miona Regional Recreation 
Center, 1526 Buena Vista Boulevard, 9 am – 4 pm Sat., 
10 am – 3 pm Sun., Admission: Adults - $5.00, Children 
Under 10 – Free. Contact: Alan Goldberg, 352-205-4322, 
amgold15@hotmail.com, Website: http://
villagerailclubs.blogspot.com. 

November 17, 2012 — Chapter Field Trip to the Sanford 
area to visit the ghost railroads around Sanford.  Chapter 
members Ken Murdock and Frank Milmore will be the 
hosts for this guided tour.  Attendees will visit the various  
locations of several former railroads that once operated  
into or out of Sanford.  This field trip follows the presenta-
tion that Ken and Frank will give at the Chapter’s Novem-
ber monthly meeting on the 12th on the ghost railroads 
around Sanford.  

The following two articles are courtesy 
of the Florida East Coast Chapter’s news- 

letter The East Coast Champion. 

STACK TALK -- STEAM NEWS 
February 2012 by Neil Moran 

SOUTH AFRICA: Krugersdorp: South African National 
Railway and Steam Museum (Sanrasm) several months 
ago repainted its Class 14R 4-8-2 Garratt #1705 Robert 
Stephenson Works, 1914), which last worked in industrial 
service on the Grootvlei Proprietary Mine in Springs and 
carried the name Joyce.  At one time, there were 15 Class 
14Rs on the Sanrasm property, with only North British 
engine #1909 operable.  Sanrasm also has a 1937-
vintage 4-8-2T, #2438, which worked on the Douglas Col-
liery Line, and is on static display at Florida Junction in 
the center of town.  No. 2438 has been cosmetically re-
stored by the local townspeople.  Back in the fall, a Class 
15F, #3051, was vandalized so badly that the museum 
had to cut up the engine; this led to the dismissal of secu-
rity guards thought to be complicit in the theft of parts 
from the engine.  Recently, work has begun on several 
vintage private saloon cars, including the Westvaal (1897) 
and Shashi.  The roofs of these cars have been fully re-
paired, along with the interiors; restoring the cars to their 
original Victorian appearance. 

South Africa/Zimbabwe/Botswana Excursions: For those 
interested, here is the schedule f or Geoff’s  trains  behind  
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resume by 2013; the steam train is one of the region’s 
biggest tourist attractions, bringing in $8-10 million dollars 
to the region annually.  The railway was about to be sold 
to a group of developers who planned to move the opera-
tion elsewhere; however, ten groups, including govern-
ment and local tourism agencies, raised enough money to 
prevent the move.  The Wakefield Steam Train is powered 
by Swedish 2-8-0 #909, built in 1907. 
UNITED STATES: Alaska, Anchorage: Monte Holm, a 
long-time resident of Moses Lake, Washington, is moving 
his S-class 2-8-0 #557 (Baldwin, 1943) slowly north to 
Anchorage, Alaska, using a flatbed trailer truck to Seattle, 
where the locomotive will be transferred to barge for a six 
day trip north to Whittier, Alaska.  There it will be off-
loaded to ride the rails on the Alaskan Railroad up to An-
chorage, then housed in a facility along with its tender, 
hopefully to be restored to operating condition within a few 
years.  The engine saw service during WW II as a United 
States Army Transport locomotive in Africa, and then was 
shipped to Europe.  She had the distinction of being se-
lected to participate in “Operation Overlord,” the invasion 
of Europe on June 6, 1944, when they put her in one of 
the ships used in the invasion of Europe, and on retire-
ment in 1959 was Alaska’s last operating steam engine.  
No. 557 saw excursion service on the Alaskan Railroad 
between Whittier and Anchorage, and made her final run 
to the state fair in Palmer on Sept 5, 1960. 

CALIFORNIA, Yreka:  Sadly, a Northern California real 
estate company has listed the Yreka Western railroad for 
sale.  The nine-mile Yreka-Montague line has been moth-
balled for several years now.  Still on the property is a 2-8-
2, Yreka Western #19, which operated in tourist service 
on the line until it was shut down in 2009.  The depot and 
shop building are listed at $729,000, while #19 is listed at 
$900,000.  Four miles of track are listed at $600,000.  The 
real estate agent says that all the rolling stock and remain-
ing track are available for purchase. 

Sunol: The Pacific Locomotive Association will again host 
its Third Annual Photographers Special on the Niles Can-
yon Railroad on March 11, 2012.  Former SP Pacific 
#2472 will be doing the honors as usual.  The special pas-
senger train departs Sunol at 8:45 a.m. for Niles.  On the 
return trip, No. 2472 will be sharing the spotlight with a 
vintage diesel, along with other steam locomotives not yet 
listed.  The line features bridges and cuts, and still has a 
set of old semaphore signals, which get quite a workout.  
The price is very reasonable at $39 for the day.  Visit them 
at www.ncry.org. 

Texas, Grapevine: Here is news of another former South-
ern Pacific engine.  Ten-Wheeler (4-6-0) #2248 (Cooke 
Locomotive and Machine Works, 1896) has been side-
lined since February 2011 with piston problems.  The new 
man in charge, Michael Percifield of the Grapevine Vin-
tage Railroad, is putting a new plan of action together.  He 
states “I’d like to see it running as soon as possible, but 
there are a lot of factors involved.  “Once the piston situa-
tion is solved, I don’t see why we won’t use her on a regu-
lar basis.”  The railroad runs on a former Cotton Belt RR 
line.  No 2248 was sold in 1959 for tourist train duty to an 
amusement  park, but  that  did  not work out.  The engine  

steam.  Their next steam safari starts on May 20 and 
runs through June 11.  This adventure will originate in 
Zimbabwe and will run into Zambia, Botswana and South 
Africa.  The class locomotives that will power this steam 
safari are Class 15F 4-8-2s and Class 25NC 4-8-4s be-
tween Bethlehem and Ficksburg, with permission from 
mainline operator Transnet.  GMAM Garratt Class NG 2-
6-2 + 2-6-2 will be used during the running in the Kwazu-
lu-Natal area, and from the Friends of the Rails Class 24, 
2-8-4 to Rooiwal Power Station in Botswana.  Further 
north in Zimbabwe, the National Railways will provide a 
Class 14A Garratt 2-6-2 + 2-6-2, Class 15A 4-8-2 and 
Class 16A Garratt 2-8-2 + 2-8-2.  These three engines 
will travel around the greater Bulawayo area as well as 
Victoria Falls.  At Victoria Falls a private class 14A, Gar-
ratt 2-6-2+2-6-2 will perform run-bys on the Victoria Falls 
Bridge.  If this does not pique your interest, than I do not 
know what will!  Start saving your pennies.  (As of press 
time, it appears that the South Africa portion of the tour 
has been canceled, account lack of reliable water supply 
in Ficksburg.  The Botswana and Zimbabwe-Zambia por-
tions are still planned.  The Zimbabwe-Zambia portion, 
June 2-11, is quoted at US $4600, double occupancy, 
hotel accommodations; lower if remaining on the train 
overnight.  -- Ed.)  

UNITED KINGDOM: Doncaster: With Tornado taking off 
for about six weeks from excursion service, there is not 
much to report for the present.  The engine has under-
gone a series of minor repairs as stated in last month’s 
column and will shortly be ready to polish the rails come 
the early spring.  The next scheduled trip is on Thursday 
March 29 the Cathedral Express will resume out of Lon-
don Kings Cross up to York and return.  Next, on 
Wednesday April 4 is a trip out of Peterborough to Salis-
bury and return.  That will be followed by a trip on the 
Nene Valley Railway over to Peterborough on Tuesday 
April 10.  Then it will be on display April 13-15 at Chester-
fields Barrow Hill Roundhouse along with four other Pa-
cific class locomotives.  Saturday April 21 to Sunday April 
29 will feature all-day excursions on the Llangollen Rail-
way, and from May 26 to 28 Tornado visits the Preston 
Guild Railway, with many trips planned.  Finally in June, 
she will run excursions on Wednesday June 6 York-Settle 
on the Settle & Carlisle Railway.  There will be additional 
trips on other lines during this period.  No new news on 
the proposed new construction of a P2 Class passenger 
2-8-2 Cock of the Walk.  Patience is the word here! 

CANADA: Quebec:  The Outaouais is a region in the 
Provence of Western Quebec, on the north side of the 
Ottawa River.  (It appears that “Outaouais” is simply the 
French term for the Ottawa region, at least the portion in 
Quebec – Ed.)  The local provincial and municipal gov-
ernments were quite worried that they might lose the 
steam train that runs up from Hull to Wakefield during the 
high tourist season from May to September.  Neverthe-
less, they are not totally out of the woods yet.  They have 
raised $500,000 to buy the troubled operation, but now a 
bigger challenge lies ahead to find up to $7 million to re-
pair the flood-damaged railway.  Louise Boudrias, presi-
dent of the non-profit group, is hopeful that the money 
can  be  found  to fix  the tracks  in time for  operations  to  
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the city solicited letters from parties interested in taking 
the equipment, with the city paying transportation costs.  
Five proposals were submitted, but the Florida Railroad 
Museum’s plan was the cheapest at $160,000.  No. 3749 
was built by Baldwin in 1943, and it saw service as a yard 
switcher in the Sanford yards.  Along with the steam en-
gine are a former Union Pacific dome car, and two heavy-
weight club cars.  The move should take place quite soon 
now. 

Pennsylvania, Steamtown, Scranton: Ex-Boston & Maine 
4-6-2 #3713 has been worked on for quite some time 
now.  Now Gary Bensman of Diversified Rail Services 
has a contract to make up for some lost time.  The con-
tract involves work on a new firebox and side sheets for 
the engine as funds become available.  The project cur-
rently underway is to fit up the new right wrapper sheet to 
the existing backhead and through sheet.  When com-
pleted, the restored engine will become the first American
-manufactured engine to be used in regular service at 
Steamtown.  The engine was used in high-speed service 
beginning in 193, including routes from Boston to Bangor, 
Maine, White River Junction, Vermont and Troy, New 
York, operating at speeds up to 70 mph.  Last operated in 
the mid-Fifties, this big Pacific was a true thoroughbred!! 

Now its time to thank all the people who took the time to 
send me the news you just read about: John Biehn 
(Dayton RR Society), John Batwell (Union of South Afri-
ca), Rich Taylor (Kearney, N.J.); I remain your most hum-
ble servant in steam, UNTIL OUR TRACKS CROSS 
AGAIN 

STACK TALK -- STEAM NEWS  
March 2012 by Neil Moran 

In this month’s column, I will be focusing on the rebuilding 
of several locomotives that may be running this year or 
next.  Restoration is very hard work and requires much 
time and effort by the members of the various organiza-
tions.  Read on and you will see what dedication is nec-
essary, there are several updates in a few of these pro-
jects. 

SOUTH AFRICA: Germiston:  Disappointingly, only one 
steam engine was used in the recent “Cherry Festival” 
held by Reefsteamers.  Class 15F Garratt #3046, a 4-8-2, 
did the honors over the past holiday season.  Normally 
they have been using at least two locomotives, with just 
one there were reduced ticket sales, not a good thing.  
Nevertheless, the show must go on; and the round trip 
went off very well with plenty of run-bys.  The people on 
board seemed very satisfied with the performance of 
#3046.  Now Reefsteamers will turn their attention to 
Class 25NC #3472, a big 4-8-4.  She needs a set of new 
driving wheels, along with some boiler repairs.  The res-
toration will take some time to finish. 

Pretoria: Happily, the Friends of the Rail Class 19D 
#2650 will return to the rails after a long absence.  She 
should be hauling passenger excursions any time now, 
and that is great news after a long overhaul.  During this 
past holiday season Class 24 2-8-4 #3664 pulled several 
steam safaris to various locations without any incident. 

sat unused until 1974, when it was sold to the Texas 
State Railroad, where it ran from 1976 to 1988.  In 1990 
the Fort Worth & Western railroad then bought it, and she 
prospered a while hauling the Tarantula tourist train.  Af-
ter extensive boiler work it was restored to operation, but 
suffered more problems in 1999.  The Ten-Wheeler was 
rebuilt in 2001 and was sold to the Grapevine RR in 
2004.   

Colorado, Georgetown: Loop Railroad has acquired 
Anex National Railways of Colombia three-foot gauge 2-8
-2 #48 (Baldwin, 1928) for their railway.  The chassis will 
be overhauled at the railroad shop in Bogota, Colombia 
before delivery this year.  Boiler work will be done in the 
U.S. to secure FRA certification.  The Georgetown Loop 
runs between Georgetown and Silver Plume, Colorado; 
the line was completed in 1884, and was considered an 
engineering marvel for its time, owing to the high bridge 
that forms the loop.  The two towns only lie two miles 
from each other, but the railroad, climbing the steep Front 
Range of the Rockies, runs through very steep canyons, 
sharp curves including horseshoe curves, and grades up 
to 4%, plus four bridges.  One of these bridges is the 
massive Devil's Gate High Bridge.  The railroad also uses 
2-6-2 #12 (Baldwin, 1929).  You have to see it to believe 
it! 

Minnesota: Minneapolis: Work is steadily continuing on 
the rebuild of ex-Milwaukee Road 4-8-4 #261.  The driv-
ers are out from under the locomotive, the suspension 
system has been removed and all wear points have been 
rebuilt to specifications.  All eight major leaf springs that 
support all the weight on the drivers have been rein-
stalled, one per drive wheel.  Very soon, the shoes and 
wedges, which hold the driving wheel sets in their proper 
position in the frame, will be prepared for installation so 
that when the drivers are done, workers will be ready to 
reinstall them under the locomotive.  Work also continues 
on several smaller parts such as the firebox and butterfly 
doors, including sandblasting.  The injector starter valve 
has been cleaned and lapped, and the cab floor has been 
replaced with new wood.  The major job of pressing the 
#2 driver off its axle, resetting the tolerances for the 
wheel bearing and refitting the driver to the axle, has 
been completed.  All four sets of drivers have been sent 
to the Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum in Chattanoo-
ga where they have specialized equipment to turn the 
wheels and crankpins.  The first set has the most wear on 
the flanges so it will be turned down to restore it to its 
original profile.  On October 8-9, the other three sets 
were turned, exactly matching the first set.  The Friends 
of the 261 operated two diesel trips to raise funds for the 
overhaul.  However, funds are still needed to complete 
the project.  Contact the Friends at 4322 Lakepoint Cen-
ter, Shoreview, Minnesota, 55126. 

Florida: Orlando city officials are recommending that ex-
Frisco 0-6-0 #3749 and three passenger cars once part 
of the Church Street Station entertainment complex be 
moved to the Florida Railroad Museum in Parrish, Flori-
da.  The equipment must be moved to make room for a 
new platform for SunRail, central Florida’s new commuter 
train  service  now  under  construction.  Last  November,  
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Free State:  This month a steam gala called  'Kalahari 
Sunrise” will take place from March 23 to April 1, spon-
sored by the Sandstone Heritage Trust.  Unfortunately, I 
have no details of this steam festival; email babit-
an@sandstone.co.za. 

UNITED KINGDOM:  Not one but two simply smashing 
steam news items to report to you.  First, the Flying 
Scotsman’s return to service is now scheduled for “late 
spring.”  The overhaul of the National Museum's iconic 4-
6-2 #4472 will be complete at a staggering cost of four 
million pounds Sterling.  The project was supposed to be 
completed last summer, but unfortunately was delayed 
due to discovery of a number of additional defects, found 
only days before her scheduled unveiling in May, 2011.  
Once again, the engine was dismantled and remedial 
work on the frames was addressed at Riley & Sons Ltd. 
in Burry.  The driving wheels also needed additional 
work.  The restoration now focused on the fabrication and 
installation of a new mid stretcher, the machining of the 
axle boxes, the manufacture of a new middle motion 
bracket, and installation of the horn guides.  Riley & Sons 
claim all this work should be completed by May.  For four 
million pounds, it had better be.  Railfans all over England 
the Continent are champing at the bit waiting for a set 
date to be announced. 

Here is some more smashing news!  The National Rail-
way Museum in York will host “Railfest 2012,” on Britain’s 
railways, June 2-10, 2012.  They will offer the opportunity 
to view locomotives up in their cabs, as well as ride be-
hind several.  Also included are a trade show and family 
activities during the celebration.  Here is a listing of the 
locomotives coming to the Railfest: A4 #4468 Mallard, A3 
#4472 Flying Scotsman, LNWRWEBB #790 Hardwicke, 
LNER #60163 Tornado, GWR #3717 City of Truro, #6229 
Duchess of Hamilton (with matching coaches), Schools 
class #925 Cheltenham, A4 #60007 Sir Nigel Gresley, 9F 
#92203 Black Prince, Peckett #2150 Mardy Monster, 
Peckett #2012 Teddy, and at least seven to ten smaller 
tank engines.  This steam festival will be one for the 
books, and taken in by steam fans from many various 
countries.  Take the plunge and hop across the pond.  
Many steam excursions are in the planning stages now.  
Make haste good people, from what I hear tickets are 
selling at a fast pace.  (Daytime admission: about US $20 
each day; nighttime and photo special tickets also availa-
ble.  – Ed.)  Go to http://www.nrm.org.uk/planavisit/
events/railfest2012.aspx. 

UNITED STATES, Alaska: Anchorage: Two months 
ago I wrote a story on one man’s endeavors to bring a 
locomotive back from the dead.  I’m happy to report that 
thanks to the late Monte Holm, his friends the owners of 
transport firm Lynden Incorporated have delivered ex-
Alaska Railroad 2-8-0 #557 (Baldwin, 1944; ex US Army 
#3573) to Anchorage last month.  The engine moved 
from Seattle to Whittier by barge, then on an Alaska Rail-
road flatcar from Whittier to Anchorage; the railroad now 
has up to eight years to refurbish the engine and ARR 
President Chris Aadnesen says they will really try to re-
store the engine, possibly by 2013.  The engine was the 
last steam locomotive  to  see service on the  Alaska 

sold for scrap to a dealer in Everett, Washington in 1964.  
Fortunately, she was saved by Mr. Holm, a scrap dealer 
and local legend in Moss Lake, Washington, who for 
many years fired up the engine for short trips.  Moss died 
in 2006 at age 89.  His burning desire was to see the en-
gine run again on the Alaskan Railroad.  Now his dream 
will come true. 

New Mexico, Clovis:  Former Santa Fe 0-6-0 switcher 
#9005, on display at Hillcrest Park in Clovis since 1954, 
has been moved by five tow trucks from Bennett House 
Movers to a nearby parking lot, in route to the Clovis De-
pot Model Train Museum.  Unfortunately at the time there 
was a very heavy rainstorm, and the move had to be de-
layed a week until the ground dried out and got hard 
again.  The project was finally completed a week later 
without any incident.  No. 9005 was built in March, 1906 
and donated to the city in June, 1954.  The Santa Fe built 
the Clovis Depot in 1907; it has been restored to its origi-
nal condition from the 1950-60 eras, and features displays 
of historic documents and photographs in addition to the 
model train display.  In May of 1996, the Depot was listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places. 

Utah, Heber City: The Heber Valley Railroad reports that 
ex-Great Western 2-8-0 #75 (1907) had its lead truck on 
the tender straightened, as it was badly out of alignment.  
The frame was also repaired as it was badly deteriorated.  
In addition, the archbar tender trucks have been totally 
repaired, and the steel in the front two-thirds of the tender 
frame has been replaced, and new center plate assem-
blies fabricated and machined.  As for the locomotive it-
self, the firebox sheets were marginal and the smoke box 
too thin, which are now being addressed.  All locomotive 
springs have been replaced.  Drive wheels have been 
turned, and the valve gear has been reworked; threaded 
inserts have been removed from the firebox wrapper 
sheet and the backhead reworked.  Currently, drive boxes 
are being repaired.  The railroad has a top-notch facility, 
and hopes to have #75 back in operation in 2013.  As for 
former Union Pacific 2-8-0 #618, she did not pass her 
May, 2010 inspection; this locomotive has many miles 
and wear on the machinery, so a major overhaul will be 
required.  At the earliest, work will not start on her until 
#75 is back running again. 

Montana, Libby:  Standard gauge Shay locomotive 
#1643 (Lima, 1906) at the Heritage Museum is fondly 
known as “ole four spot” and is one of the Museum’s most 
prized exhibits.  The engine was originally built for the 
Thompson Greer Construction Company; in 1909, she 
was purchased by the Libby Lumber Company and re-
numbered #4.  She hauled logs, supplies and logging 
crews until 1924, running 12 miles to the west over the J. 
Neils railroad logging bridge that crossed the Kootenai 
River to access valuable forest reserves.  The engine 
even worked on the Great Northern main line up until 
1944 primarily switching cars in the Mill Yard until re-
placed by a larger locomotive.  She also did some inter-
mittent switching until 1946.  Last month a group of volun-
teers moved the Shay from the Museum to a small engine 
house called the “Shay Shed.”  The NRHS has granted 
the group $5,000 to begin  restoration of the engine to op- 
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cutting and forming the firebox thermic siphons; work has 
already begun for the flanging and forming of the metal 
sheets.  Each siphon will be fabricated from eleven sepa-
rate pieces that will be welded into one whole unit.  After-
wards the siphons will receive a post-forming and welding 
stress relief at 1,150 degrees.  Then the entire firebox will 
be removed, piece by piece, and stored until the outer 
wrapper sheets are installed.  Phase Three includes final 
application of the outer wrapper sheets, and then all stay-
bolts, studs and rivet holes will be laid out and drilled to 
correct sizes.  Rivet holes to the backhead and outer 
throat sheet will be reamed into place, and prepared for 
rivets.  The Strasburg Railroad has been contacted to 
fabricate FRW sleeves, KN nuts, R caps, and brace bolts 
for the backhead, along with eight different sizes of rivets; 
true to fashion, Strasburg has already finished their work.  
B&M # 3713 is currently in the back shops at Steamtown 
and can be viewed by the public during regular hours.  
The above describes only part of the work; another para-
graph would be required to provide you with the full de-
tails. 

Now it’s time to thank all the people who took the time to 
send me the news you just read about: John Biehn 
(Dayton RR Society), John Batwell (Union of South Afri-
ca), and Rich Taylor (Kearney, N.J.); I remain your must 
humble servant in steam, UNTIL OUR TRACKS CROSS 
AGAIN 

erating condition.  I hope that more funds will be obtained 
to permit short excursions in the future. 

Minnesota: Duluth: 2-8-0 #28 was built by Pittsburgh 
Locomotive Works in 1906 for the Duluth, Missabe and 
Northern Railroad as their #3321.  It was a typical drag 
freight Consol of the early 1900’s, weighing 172 tons.  
This style engine was designed to be used in general 
freight service, moving slowly along the rails picking up 
freight cars from sidings.  No. 3321 was sold to the Du-
luth & Northeast Railroad in 1955, and renumbered #28.  
That pike used her for hauling logs, lumber products and 
general freight.  She labored under these conditions until 
1965.  The D&NE restored and donated the engine to the 
Lake Superior Museum of Transportation in 1974.  In De-
cember, with the help of BNSF, the Consol returned 
home to Cloquet, MN.  It is now getting a complete cos-
metic restoration at the Cloquet Terminal Shops on Dun-
lap Island; upon completion, she will be placed on exhibit 
at the St Louis County Heritage & Arts Center in down-
town Duluth. 

Kansas, Pittsburgh: Former Kansas City Southern en-
gine 2-8-0 #488 was built in July 1906 in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania.  In 1925, it underwent major changes in 
Pittsburgh, Kansas, and was renumbered #1023.  It is 
believed to be the last surviving steam locomotive of the 
Kansas City Southern Railroad.  After retirement, the en-
gine was put on display in Schlanger Park in 1955.  Now 
we all know what happens to locomotives that are on dis-
play in a park, and this is no exception: she is in bad dis-
repair.  The interior is rotted, the exterior is rusting badly 
and it is slowly sinking into the ground.  The bell and 
whistle have been stolen, and the cab windows are bro-
ken.  Sandblasting and painting is estimated to cost 
$150,000.  Since the city of Pittsburgh does not have the 
money, the Heart of the Heartlands Railroad Club has 
made arrangements to move the engine to its museum 
complex in Carona, a neighboring town in Cherokee 
County.  Once there #1023 will be placed south of the 
museum on a concrete pad, sandblasted down to the 
bare metal, primed, painted and lettered.  The club will 
then rebuild the window frames and doors and install new 
windows in the cab.  Then they will look for a replace-
ment of a whistle and bell.  In 2013, they plan to erect a 
roof to shelter the locomotive, and also build a staircase 
up to the cab so people can see what a cab really looks 
like. 

Pennsylvania, Scranton, Steamtown: Last month I 
wrote that Diversified Rail Service had signed a contract 
with the Lackawanna and Wyoming Valley Chapter, 
NRHS to help restore former Boston & Maine Pacific 
#3713.  Here is an update.  Diversified Rails will be doing 
most of the work on the rebuilding of the firebox and ther-
mic siphons.  This will be done in the following phases.  
Phase 1 has already been completed; this involved cut-
ting and fitting the left and right side sheets to the firebox, 
drilling holes in the sheets for the staybolts and rivets, 
shaping the side sheets to the firebox dimensions, and 
fitting the rear flue sheet, ready for welding.  The mud 
rings has been welded to fit the side sheets and all mud 
ring  rivet holes  have been  drilled.  Phase Two  includes  

CSX Crossing Crash 
and My Deducing Skills 

By: Patrick Smith 

Just past 10 AM EST on March 7, 2012 and just outside 
of Bartow, Florida (along SR60 on Mosaic Phosphate Co. 
property), the driver of a diesel tanker truck decided to 
run the stop sign guarding a private railroad crossing. 
This would cost him dearly. A CSX SD40-2 with a local 
train collided with the truck, causing a hellish firestorm 
that engulfed both the locomotive and truck cabs. The 
truck driver was unable to escape the truck cab after it 
overturned, and perished in the flames. All three train 
crew members were able to safely evacuate the locomo-
tive cab before it was enveloped in fire. 

Fire crews allowed the blaze to burn itself out. After the 
fire died, the full extent of the damage could be seen. The 
truck was an unrecognizable tangle of twisted metal. The 
locomotive appeared to have sustained no structural 
damage, but was charred so badly that the old Seaboard 
Coast Line paint was visible between the completely 
charred bare metal. 

Here is where my deducing skills come into play. I knew 
immediately, based on the crash's proximity to Mulberry, 
Florida, and its phosphate mines, that the locomotive in-
volved in the crash had to be numbered between 8000 
and 8020, as these are the engines assigned to local du-
ty here. The one in the crash was still in Yellow Nose 2 
(YN2) paint, which ruled out all but numbers 8002, 8006, 
and 8010. I examined further. 8006 has a large scrape 
under her radiators; this scrape was absent from the radi-
ators in the engine in the crash. 8010 has a louvered  
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Report on the ACL/SAL Historical So-
ciety Annual Meeting Held 2/10 

Through 2/11/2012 
By Frank Milmore 

This annual meeting is held each February in Jackson-
ville, FL.  The meeting hotel was the Crown Plaza Hotel 
at the Jacksonville Airport; located north of the city and 
just off I-95 and I-295.  Members of the ACL/SAL reside 
in various East Coast states from NJ through FL.  This 
meeting is held concurrent with the annual meeting of the 
Northeast FL Chapter of NRHS.  The meeting program 
consisted of a full day Friday bus tour of nearby railroad 
sites, a PM event with speakers, the opportunity to attend 
a regional railroad swap meet on Saturday 9AM to 4PM, 
held at the Prime Osborne Convention Center (former 
Jacksonville passenger depot), or to visit a model train 
layout at the home of member John Buckley, a Saturday 
PM banquet with several speakers, a Sunday AM busi-
ness meeting, followed by an informal get together at the 
Folkston, GA train observation platform.  Over 100 people 
took part in the various events.   
Part I - Bus Tour 
The bus tour is my favorite event.  We left the hotel at 
7:30AM and headed for the Port of Brunswick, GA, where 
we picked up and were led on a tour by the port’s General 
Manager.  Brunswick is a very busy port, importing and 
exporting 3000 cars and vehicles daily.  They handle ex-
port of grains, wood chips and industrial machinery, and 
imports of various industrial commodities. The port has 
a12 mile terminal railroad with numerous sidings.  Riding 
around the port, we viewed multiple acres of auto storage 
lots awaiting export to Europe, or recently arrived from 
there for US distribution.  All autos arrive or depart on 
railroad car carriers, and we observed many full sidings of 
them, plus the 4 locomotives needed for the port’s traffic.  
Mercedes Benz produces two models of autos in Tusca-
loosa, AL.  It was ironic to think of US produced Mer-
cedes, being shipped back to Germany.   

We observed a shipment of Audi’s being unloaded off a 
ship from Europe. All of the cars received are covered by 
white plastic sheeting, to prevent shipping damage.  The 
crew of longshoreman drivers peels back just enough 
plastic from the windshields, to allow them to drive the 
cars off the ship to a nearby storage lot.  Then the crew 
returns to the ship, by piling into a fleet of old (low roof) 
US 1980’s station wagons, which just fit through the ship 
doors.  The port GM also took us by the grain handling 
facility.  They have a balloon track to facilitate the dump-
ing of unit train grain hoppers, a more seasonal activity at 
Brunswick.   

The bus then headed for Waycross, GA, for a stop at the 
Okefenokee Heritage Center, but we were running behind 
schedule. There we listened to, an all too brief talk by the  
former general manager of the CSX Waycross Yard, the 
largest rail classification yard in the eastern US.  A cur-
rent tour of the yard was impossible, due to Homeland 
Security  concerns.  Now  retired, he headed  up  building  

large battery box cover; 8002 has a cover with a  single 
opening. The locomotive in the crash had a cover with a 
single large opening. Thus, the victim was number 8002, 
built in March of 1979 for the Louisville & Nashville rail-
road. She's been through a LOT, and hopefully, this 
crash will be just one more event on her timeline. Since 
she sustained little, if any, structural damage, the most 
likely outcome for her is that she will be rebuilt into an 
SD40-3 rebuild, with the boxy-style cab. The worst case 
scenario for the 8002 is that she has suffered a bent 
frame, though this does not appear to be so. A bent 
frame almost invariably results in a trip to the scrapper. 

Since this article was originally written one day after the 
crash, I have received word from a friend that number 
8002 will most likely be rebuilt as a standard SD40-2 and 
re-enter service. 

 

 

 

 

CSX 8002 before the crash.  Photo courtesy of Patrick Smith.  

CSX 8002 after the crash.  Photo courtesy of Patrick Smith.  

The following newspaper article was provided by 
Chapter Friend Al Langley from North August, SC. 
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the yard, from 1980 – 2000, and conveyed some very 
informative material about the building period.  They had 
a second speaker, who was scheduled to tell us about 
the Center’s collection of railroad and other items, but 
time was too short to hear her.  We then headed outside 
to view the center’s railcar collection consisting of a 
1912, 2-8-2 Baldwin locomotive, several Pullman pas-
senger and baggage cars, a caboose; and the preserved 
Waycross passenger and freight station.   The tour 
group’s conclusion was this site was well worth an indi-
vidual return visit, allowing more time to view this fine 
collection.  

After lunch, the bus headed for a run-by of the Folkston, 
GA rail viewing platform, and the lone caboose motel 
site, just off the main street. Along the way we passed 
several CSX trains, as the tracks parallel the highway 
between Waycross and Folkston.  The crews seemed 
puzzled by a bus full of rail-fans, honking the horn and 
waving at them.  Our final destination was the rail muse-
um at Callahan, FL.  The tour planners had arranged 
with museum members to open and give us a tour of 
their two buildings, museum collection, art display and 
caboose.   The members constructed a platform which 
connects the buildings and the caboose, all accessible 
by stairs and ramps. Their caboose is maintained in 
plain condition as is ours, but with the platform, they oc-
casionally use the caboose to display art work. We ar-
rived back at the hotel at 5:30 PM tired, having traveled 
about 270 miles.      

Part II – Meeting and Other Events —  To follow next 
month. 

 

ForesTRails: The Georgia-Pacific 
Railroads — An Upcoming Book By 

Russell Tedder 
Russell Tedder wrote this book several years ago 
and it has been with a publisher for nearly five 
years.  Finally, it looks like it will be published this 
year.  The title is ForesTRails: The Georgia-Pacific 
Railroads.  It will be about 500 pages, 8-1/2 x 11 
format, some 600 to 700 or more photos and other 
illustrations of 14 shortline railroads and five private 
logging railroads owned and operated by G-P 
throughout its history.  Most of the roads were start-
ed by early companies in the late 1800s and early 
1900s which G-P bought starting in the 1950s.  The 
histories go back to the original start date for each 
of the railroads and continues until their abandon-
ment or until today for the several that are still in 
operation.  

The following article courtesy of Chapter Friend 
Addison Austin. 

GRAND CENTRAL TERMINAL CEN-
TENNIAL PLANNING UNDERWAY 

Public Events to Anchor Year-Long Celebration 
That Begins in February 2013 

Published February 2, 2012 

NEW YORK CITY -- February 2, 2012 – The 100th anni-
versary of the opening of Grand Central Terminal is a 
year away, but news about the centennial celebration 
was released today by the Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority of New York (MTA) and Metro-North Railroad, 
which together announced formation of two committees 
created to guide the year-long public celebration, and 
initial plans for the first public events scheduled for Feb-
ruary 1, 2013. 

MTA Chairman and CEO Joseph J. Lhota will serve as 
chair of the effort's Honorary Committee. Former Metro-
North Railroad President and MTA Chairman and CEO 
Peter Stangl will chair the Centennial Committee, which 
will help plan Centennial activities. Both groups are cur-
rently in formation. 

Officials say a spectacular celebration will focus interna-
tional attention on the Terminal's 100th birthday on Feb-
ruary 1, 2013. Music and other performances, a formal 
re-dedication ceremony with VIP guests, and numerous 
other public activities will round out the day, which will be 
capped by a gala event. Also that day, The New York 
Transit Museum kicks off a six-week exhibition in the 
Terminal's historic Vanderbilt Hall. This large-scale ex-
hibit features artifacts, archival material, moving images 
and photographs from the Museum's collection -- and 
private collectors -- that explore the past, present and 
future of Grand Central Terminal. 

"I look forward to chairing the honorary committee that 
will oversee the public recognition of Grand Central Ter-
minal. The MTA has invested hundreds of millions of 
dollars in modernizing and restoring Grand Central for 
the good of the commuters and travelers who use it. This 
ongoing and constant improvement is obvious to anyone 
who visits the Terminal. Our investments in this land-
marked gem pay daily dividends to the city and the state 
in increased economic vitality and tourism as well as 
increased rail ridership," said MTA Chairman Lhota. 
"The MTA and Metro-North have rebuilt the Terminal 
into one of the great spaces of the city, a true crossroads 
that still inspires awe. This centennial will celebrate our 
commitment to this great New York icon. As stewards of 
this Terminal, Metro-North has embarked on a continu-
ous upgrade of facilities, both seen and unseen. From 
the copper roof and sky ceiling, to the facade and statu-
ary, to the energy-efficient infrastructure now being in-
stalled, Metro-North is ensuring that the greatness of 
Grand Central Terminal endures for the next 100 years," 
said Howard Permut, President of Metro-North Railroad. 
The Centennial celebration will feature events that call 
attention not  only to Grand  Central's history, but also to   

Don’t forget National Train Day is Saturday, May 
12th.  The ACL/SAL Historical Society will be 
participating in the 100th Birthday Celebration 
for Tampa Union Station on the 12th. 
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"how the Terminal continues to adapt and to serve the 
21st century and beyond -- as a great railroad station 
and transportation hub, a commercial center, an interna-
tional visitor's destination, the city's most elegant land-
mark, and an engineering marvel. I look forward to work-
ing with members of the Centennial and Honorary Com-
mittees to make the Centennial informative, fun and 
memorable," said Peter Stangl. 
The year-long celebration will comprise a variety of 
events, publications, educational initiatives, and exhibi-
tions to commemorate the Centennial, including addi-
tional programs from the New York Transit Museum and 
MTA Arts for Transit, as well as an officially-licensed line 
of MTA commemorative and collectible products that 
give visitors a chance to take home mementoes of the 
historic celebration. Activities being planned now include 
a parade of historic trains, collaborative commemora-
tions with other New York institutions, and additional 
historic exhibitions. 
The Terminal's retail tenants will join in the celebration 
through special promotions and sales activities. Officials 
say Centennial celebration activities are intended to 
serve the nation, as well as the 750,000 people who use 
Grand Central Terminal daily, the many tourists who visit 
each year, and the numerous businesses and institu-
tions located in and near the Terminal. Details about all 
Centennial events will be released at a later date. 
Grand Central Terminal is the transportation hub for 
three of MTA Metro-North Railroad's lines east of the 
Hudson River -- the Hudson, Harlem, and New Haven 
lines. As the nation's largest commuter railroad, Metro-
North provided 97 percent on-time service for 82 million 
people in 2011. Its 5,800 employees operate 720 trains 
each weekday, serving seven New York counties and 
two Connecticut counties, and contributing greatly to the 
vitality of the region and the success of the Terminal. 
Funds for the celebration activities will come from private 
sources. Centennial planners have engaged New York 
City-based Premier Partnerships to identify and coordi-
nate corporate sponsorship opportunities available dur-
ing the 2013 celebration. 
 

Central Florida Chapter NRHS 
Combined Board & Regular Meeting 

Central Florida RR Museum 
March 12, 2012 

Call to Order – Phil Cross called the meeting to order at 
7:05 pm.  Assistant Secretary Clarence Hurt assisted 
with the recording of the minutes until Secretary Les 
Westlake arrived.  Board members in attendance were 
Jerry Honetor, Irv Lipscomb, Les Westlake, Clarence 
Hurt, David Rhea, Frank Milmore and Phil Cross.    

Meeting Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance – David 
Rhea led the prayer and pledge.   

Recognition of Visitors –Ken Johnson was a first-time 
guest.  He lives near Waits Junction in Lake County.   

Recognition of Members/Friends Concerns – David 
Rhea’s sister, Norma, needs prayer.  Chuck Ansell is 
preparing for chemotherapy.   

Approval of February 13, 2012 Combined Board & 
Regular Meeting Minutes – Irv Lipscomb made a mo-
tion to approve the minutes with a second by Frank Mil-
more.  The minutes were approved.   

February 2012 Treasurer’s Report – David Rhea & 
Frank Milmore stated that expenses were offset by in-
come.  The Chapter remains solvent.   

Vice President of Membership & Programs Report – 
Jerry Honetor 

Membership Status Report 
Current Membership - 77 Members 
Renewed Members for 2012 To Date – 57 
Members Who Have Not Renewed – 20 (May 12th is 
the deadline for membership renewals.)   

Monthly Programs – Tonight’s program is Railfanning 
With Danny Harmon by Irv Lipscomb.  Next Month’s pro-
gram is SunRail Project Update by Frank Milmore. 

Chapter Events and Field Trips – The following is a list of 
planned/proposed trips.  Trip information will be made 
available to the Chapter membership and “Friends of the 
Chapter” as soon as it is available. Trip coordinators are 
needed for the trips to Disney, Cape Canaveral, and Sand-
ersville, GA. 

A visit to Sanford’s forgotten railroads – Ken Murdock & 
Frank Milmore.  Scheduled for November 2012.   

A one-day trip to the North Florida Railway Museum at Green 
Cove Springs, Clay County Historical & Railroad Museum 
at Green Cove Springs (Includes the Bud Hess Rail-
roadiana Collection), and the Northeast Florida Live 
Steamers & Railroaders West Tocoi & Bostwick Railroad 
located in the Green Cove Springs/Bostwick area – Phil 
Cross & Ken Murdock. 

A photography trip to Folkston – Bill Dusenbury & Roger 
Wilson. 

A weekend Amtrak trip, possibly to Miami – Chuck Ansell. 
A trip to the Flagler Museum (Whitehall) in Palm Beach, FL – 

Jerry & Diane Hardwich. 
A trip to the Disney train/Monorail station – Coordinator(s) 

Needed. 
A trip to the NASA JJ Railroad at Cape Canaveral – Coordina-

tor(s) Needed. 
A trip to the Sandersville Railroad in Sandersville, Georgia – 

Coordinator(s) Needed.  

Museum Curator Report – Phil Cross in the Absence of 
Ken Murdock 

∗ February 2012 CFRR Museum Report – 1,015 visitors 
for February and 1,786 visitors for 2012 to date.  
270.75 volunteer hours donated by the membership 
during February and 542.25 hours donated for 2012 to 
date.   

∗ February Museum Work Session Report – Ken Mur-
dock and Al Sharp worked most Wednesdays in Feb-
ruary continuing to put Chapter items into PastPerfect.  
They have entered in excess of 400 items.  .  Al is 
also scanning slides from the Ray McKnight collection 
for preservation in an electronic format.  Donations 
Report – Dick Kearns donated 4500 photos, many 
which are ACL and SAL photos. A future donation will 
include many from the New York area.   

Museum Host Schedule for April 2012 – Irv Lipscomb needs 
hosts for April.  The museum is closed Easter Sunday, April 8th.  
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President’s Report – Phil Cross 
∗ Winter Garden Heritage Foundation Board of Direc-

tors Activities for February – The Foundation contin-
ued efforts on the design and fundraising for the con-
struction of the new History Center on the property pur-
chased from the First Baptist Church.  They presented 
the Jill Towers Concert on February 11th at the Ameri-
can Legion Hall in Winter Garden.  

∗ Website Committee Update – Work continues on the 
updating of the various pages on the website.  The first 
draft for two of the site’s main pages (Home Page and 
Web Link Page) has been sent to the committee for 
review and comments.  Work is also progressing nicely 
on the first draft of the CFRR Museum page. 

∗ Library Committee Update – Chairman Jerry Honetor 
and Committee Member Roger Wilson continue to work 
on the cataloging of the books, periodicals and videos in 
the library.  Together they spent a total of 41 hours cata-
loging during February. 

∗ The Flatwheel Report – The March Flatwheel turned 
out to be a record breaker – a total of 24 pages.  Thanks 
to Roger Wilson, Addison Austin, Ken Murdock, Craig 
Murdock, Al Langley and Clarence Hurt for their contri-
butions. Phil Cross is receiving a number of positive 
comments each month about The Flatwheel.  Members 
are asked to  keep those cards, letters, e-mails, articles 
and pictures coming in.  The Flatwheel will only be as 
good as the members help make it. 

∗ Dan Crusie’s Down at the Depot Art Exhibition at the 
CFRR Museum – Opened March 5th and continues 
through April 29th.  The exhibit had a front-page article in 
the Daily Commercial newspaper.   

∗ Annual Meeting of the Florida Chapter of the Morse 
Telegraph Club (Dots & Dashes) to be held at the 
CFRR Museum on April 28th from 10 AM to 4 PM.  
Hosts will be needed for the meeting. 

∗ Amtrak's 40th Anniversary Exhibit Train was on dis-
play at Tampa Union Station on February 18th – 19th.  
Three Chapter members (Allen Quinn, Patrick Smith 
and Jim Benson) and three guests rode Amtrak to Tam-
pa and toured the train on the 18th.  The train exhibit 
was very well done.  There were three exhibit cars 
with displays showing the history and development of 
Amtrak in chronological order. 

∗ Several Chapter members and guests visited the Flori-
da Live Steamers Annual Winter Meet at Dundee 
between February 23rd and 26th.  A number of steam 
and diesel trains were operated throughout each day.  
The members and guests rode just about every one that 
was hauling passengers.  

∗ Five Chapter members and two guests went on a Chap-
ter field trip to the Florida Flywheelers’ Annual Winter 
Show at Fort Meade on February 25th.  They enjoyed 
the many events that went on throughout the day.  The 
highlights of the day were the old-time sawmill operation 
and the tractor pulls.  The site is very large (240 acres) 
and taking golf carts to ride made it much easier to get 
around the site.  

∗ NARCOA Annual Motorcar Visit – Saturday, March 
3rd – 23 motorcars and 3 high-rail units arrived at the 
Museum around 1 PM.  Their day’s journey began at 
Ferran Park in  Eustis at 9 AM.  Most of  the participants  

enjoyed lunch at one of the many restaurants in down-
town Winter Garden.  The group departed Winter Gar-
den around 2:45 PM and arrived back in Eustis at 6:30 
PM.  Clarence Hurt, Al Sharp, Frank Milmore, David 
Rhea, Joe Lehmann and Phil Cross opened the Muse-
um at 11 AM and prepared for the arrival of the guests. 
Also Clarence Hurt, Al Sharp and Phil Cross cleaned the 
tracks off between Main Street and the Museum in prep-
aration for the arrival of the motor cars and high-rail 
units.  Thanks to everyone who participated in making 
this event the great success that it was!!!!!! 

∗ Donation to the WGHF’s History Center Building 
Campaign – The Chapter’s BODs authorized a match-
ing grant donation of up to $1,000 to the Foundation’s 
History Center Building Campaign at their February Re-
treat.  The donation will match Chapter members’ dona-
tions up to $1,000.  Members are encouraged to make 
their donations soon so that the donations from the 
members and the Chapter can be presented to the 
Foundation.  The majority of the Board has made a ver-
bal commitment to donate.  Members are urged to make 
a donation (regardless of the amount) soon. 

FCRR, FMRR & FNRR Update (Including FCRR Track 
Upgrade Update) – No report since Bill Dusenbury was 
absent. 

Tourist Train Operations on the Florida Central RR – 
The Drovers caboose is in service on the TE&G RR.   

Items from the Board of Directors: 
Phil Cross called for a vote on ordering 100 more 
DVDs, “The Whistle Blows No More.”  Irv Lipscomb 
made a motion that was seconded by Jerry Honetor.  
The vote was unanimous.   

Items from the Membership: 
Roger Wilson presented the “Steam Magazine” for 
review.   

Tonight’s Refreshments Provided By:  Frank Milmore 

Meeting Adjournment – The meeting adjourned at 7:50 
pm.   

 

The Photo Below is the Second and Latest Nor-
folk Southern Heritage Unit (Photo courtesy of 
Chapter Friend Al Langley, North Augusta, SC). 
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March Museum Report 
By Ken Murdock, Curator 

    We had a light turnout for our monthly museum work-
day on Saturday, March 24, yet much was accomplished. 
Members participating were Phil Cross, Allen Quinn, Al 
Sharp, Frank Milmore and Jerry Honetor. Ginger Honetor 
came with Jerry and assisted Phil Baker with hosting the 
museum when Phil took guests to see the caboose. 
Chores accomplished included general housekeeping 
inside and outside, replacing light bulbs for general light-
ing and in showcases, improving shelf supports in new 
office for the temporary storage of video cassettes, and 
working on the inventory for the museum artifacts and 
library.  

    Over 500 items have now been inventoried into the 
Past Perfect inventory system. All dining car china and 
glassware is now in the system and we are now focused 
on the silver service. Roger Wilson has been coming in 
on Tuesdays and has completed the inventory of all li-
brary books on the west wall shelving. Jerry and Roger 
are now focused on the books on the floor. Hopefully we 
will see some additional floor space soon. 

    We had a variety of donations given during the month. 
One interesting item is an ex-Army surveyor’s transit level 
and tripod which was used for surveying of Army roads 
and railroads. Other items included a color Pullman post-
er from Irv Lipscomb, a cast iron locking device for a 
ground throw switch stand, several SAL Railroad passes 
from the 20s and 30s for Mrs. J. W. Jones, wife of T&G 
special agent Sawgrass Jones. We also had a mystery 
item donated by a gentleman who lives near the aban-
doned Florida Midland RR right of way in Gotha. He 
brought in it during our workday and none present could 
identify what purpose it once served. We will see if any of 
our members can solve the mystery at the next meeting.   

Below are two photos from Frank Milmore’s bus trip at 
the ACL-SAL Annual Meeting in February in Jacksonville. 

 

Caboose for TE&G RR 
Arrives in Tavares 

The latest addition to the TE&G’s Orange Blossom 
Cannonball consist arrived in Tavares on February 
29th.  Thanks to Chapter Member Al Sharp for the 
photo. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The next two photographs were taken after the ca-
boose  was painted and placed in service.  Thanks 
to Chapter Member and TE&G RR Operations Man-
ager Neil Bagaus for these two photos. 
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Chapter Members:  Don’t forget to or-
der your own personal Chapter name 
badge.  The cost is only $5.00.  They 
may be ordered from Chapter Treasurer 
David Rhea.  See David at the monthly 
meetings or contact him at 407-656-
8749 or rhead43761@ yahoo.com. 

The Central Florida Chapter of the National Railway 
Historical Society meets on the 2nd Monday of each 
month at 7:00 PM at the Central Florida Railroad Muse-
um. The Museum is located at 101 South Boyd Street in 
downtown Winter Garden immediately north of the water 
tower.  Guests and visitors are welcome and encouraged 
to attend. 

All correspondence and other materials for the Chapter 
should be mailed to: 

CFC-NRHS 
PO Box 770567 
Winter Garden, FL 34777-0567 

Or e-mailed to the Chapter at: CFCNRHS@gmail.com. 

Web page: http://www.cfcnrhs.org 
 

Mission: The mission of the Central Florida Chapter is to 
promote railway heritage preservation and educate its 
members and the public about rail transportation, its histo-
ry and impact, with a focus on Central Florida. 

Through the operation of the Central Florida Railroad Mu-
seum, the Central Florida Chapter of the National Railway 
Historical Society is committed to the collection and 
preservation of railroad history, with a special focus on 
Central Florida, and the restoration and exhibition of rail-
road memorabilia for the education and enjoyment of pre-
sent and future generations.  It is the Chapter’s intent that 
each visitor to the Central Florida Railroad Museum leave 
with such a pleasurable experience that they will tell oth-
ers about the Museum and return again and bring friends 
and family with them.   
 
President:  Phil Cross 
Crossrails@earthlink.net             407-509-4572 
Vice President — Membership & Programs: Jerry Honetor 
JerryHonetor@yahoo.com          407-957-8788 
Vice President — Education:  Irv Lipscomb 
ilipscomb@cfl.rr.com               407-895-4749 
Secretary:  Les Westlake 
LesWestlake@comcast.net         352-434-6160 
Assistant Secretary:  Clarence Hurt 
clhurt@smartcity.us                     407-347-1031 
Treasurer:  David Rhea 
rhead34761@yahoo.com            407-656-8749 
Assistant Treasurer:  Frank Milmore 
fmilmore@earthlink.net               407-366-8941     
Museum Curator:  Ken Murdock  
rmurdock4@cfl.rr.com                 407-277-5719 
Historian:  Phil Cross 
Crossrails@earthlink.net             407-509-4572 
Flatwheel Editor:  Phil Cross 
Crossrails@earthlink.net             407-509-4572 
Webmaster:  Phil Cross 
Crossrails@earthlink.net             407-509-4572 
Immediate Past President:  Bill Dusenbury 
sclbill@hotmail.com                     352-360-0136 

The Central Florida Railroad Museum is located at 101 
South Boyd Street, Winter Garden, FL, 34787 
(downtown Winter Garden, immediately north of the wa-
ter tower). 

The Museum is open daily from 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM 
(excluding selected holidays) or by special arrange-
ments. Large groups are encouraged to contact the Mu-
seum at 407-656-0559 to arrange for their tour in ad-
vance. 

The Central Florida Railroad Museum is operated under 
a cooperative agreement between the City of Winter 
Garden, the Winter Garden Heritage Foundation and the 
Central Florida Chapter of the National Railway Historical 
Society.   

The Flatwheel is the official monthly publication of the 
Central Florida Chapter of the National Railway Historical 
Society.  Opinions and views expressed in this publica-
tion are those of the editor and contributors and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the members, officers or di-
rectors of the Chapter. 

Material for the Flatwheel (including exchange newslet-
ters)  should  be  sent  to  the  editor  via e-mail at: 
Crossrails@earthlink.net. 

Please Note: Material from The Flatwheel may be re-
printed in other publications provided credit is given as to 
the source. 

T&G DVD  
The Whistle Blows No More….A History 
of the Tavares & Gulf Railroad 1881-1969  

Available at the Railroad Museum for $20.00 
 Get your copy today!! 

April Museum 
Work Session 

Saturday, April 21, 2012 
8:30 AM to 3:30 PM 

Please come out and help with the 
many chores that need to be done!!!! 
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Rail News Courtesy of Chapter Member Roger Wilson 
From the TRAINS, Railroad & Railfan and AAR Web Sites 

Federal Railroad Administration Approves 
$16 Million Track Improvement Grants 

Published: March 2, 2012 

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Department of Transportation today announced $16.7 million in grants for track improvements under 
the Federal Railroad Administration Rail Line Relocation and Improvement grant program. 

The agency received more than $67 million in state and local government requests for the funds.  Funding for these grants is 
made available through annual appropriations and requires a 10 percent contribution from the project sponsor. 

The grants will help fund the following projects: 

Alaska Railroad Corp., curve realignment: $819,900 to realign a curve and stabilize the embankment at Mile Post 407.  The 
track is located along a tributary of the Nenana River that has experienced numerous flood events, including flooding that 
resulted in a disaster declaration in 2008. 

Big Spring, Texas, rail spur rehabilitation: $299,423 to rehabilitate approximately two miles of spur track that serves an industrial 
park in Big Spring. 

Ocala, Fla., Florida Northern Railroad relocation and improvement: $2.2 million to relocate a line running along a city 
street to improve safety in an area with a history of vehicle-train collisions.  The project will also improve the track 
structure and upgrade crossing protection systems at four grade crossings. 

Indianapolis, Ind., downtown relocation: $896,949 to complete preliminary engineering and environmental analysis for the 
relocation of freight traffic from downtown Indianapolis to the Indianapolis Belt Railroad. 

Sioux City, Iowa, Southbridge Yard: $2 million to construct a new Union Pacific yard in Sioux City. 

Sylacauga, Ala., Sylacauga interchange relocation: $1.6 million to relocate an interchange two miles west of downtown 
Sylacauga to alleviate traffic delays. 

West Sacramento, Calif., Port of West Sacramento loop track: $960,567 to construct a loop track at the Port of West 
Sacramento to enabling switching and storage operations to take place solely on port property. 

Lycoming County, Pa., Lycoming Valley Railroad improvement: $2.4 million for construction improvements to track and related 
railroad infrastructure that suffered damage from Tropical Storm Lee in September 2011. 

Indiana Department of Transportation, Daviess County-Elnora siding: $1.6 million to construct a new siding in Elnora on the 
Indiana Southern Railroad. 

Massachusetts Department of Transportation, Patriot Corridor double-stack clearance initiative: $2 million to complete 
preliminary engineering and environmental analysis to allow double stack trains to operate between Mechanicville, N.Y., and 
Ayer, Mass. The project will include raising the vertical clearance of the 4.75-mile Hoosac Tunnel. 

South Carolina Department of Commerce, South Carolina Public Railways s-curve realignment: $248,934 to relocate and 
realign an S-curve in North Charleston that has contributed to several derailments. 

South Dakota Department of Transportation, Sioux Valley Railroad relocation: $1.8 million to relocate a section of railroad that 
runs along the side of a hill near the Big Sioux River at the South Dakota/Iowa border. 

Kodak Discontinuing Manufacture of Slide Films 
Published: March 2, 2012 

ROCHESTER, N.Y. – Eastman Kodak announced this week that it will end the production of all slide films, including the once-
popular Ektachrome reversal film, ending 77-years of slide film production. In a notice sent to retailers and distributors Kodak 
said, “due to a steady decrease in sales and customer usage, combined with highly complex product formulation and 
manufacturing processes, Kodak is discontinuing three Ektachrome (color reversal) films.” The slide films are E100VS, E100G 
and Elite Chrome Extra Color 100. 

While Kodak’s Kodachrome film, discontinued in 2009, was the most popular slide film among railroad photographers in the pre-
digital era, its other slide films were well-liked by railfans, and some made the switch to Ektachrome after Kodachrome 
production ended. 

Kodak said the end of slide film production would not affect any other films in its portfolio, including color negative and black and 
white films. Pioneering filmmaker Eastman Kodak has been struggling for years to adapt to the digital world. It filed for 
bankruptcy protection in January. 
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Rowland Hopes to Get Greenbrier Express Back on Track This Spring 
Published: March 2, 2012 

POTTSTOWN, Pa. – Rail entrepreneur Ross Rowland says he hopes to step up the pace of work on passenger cars for the 
proposed weekly Greenbrier Express luxury passenger train between Washington and the Greenbrier Resort at White Sulphur 
Springs, W.Va., over CSX and the Buckingham Branch Railroad. 

Rowland told Trains News Wire on Friday that he expects to meet this month with the project’s backer, Jim Justice, the 
billionaire owner of the Greenbrier Resort, and expects Justice to approve a faster schedule. Rowland said development of the 
train slowed down last November, but said he expects increase the workforce that is rebuilding the passenger cars. “We have 
12 men working on the cars now,” Rowland said. “We hope to have 30 men working in April.” Rowland said the company has 15 
cars at Pottstown, with 12 under restoration. The cars are being overhauled in a building at the former Bethlehem Steel Plant in 
Pottstown. 

Originally the Greenbrier Express was to run as a separate train, but due to the lack of sidings on the Buckingham Branch. CSX, 
which owns the track and dispatches it, does not want another train operating over the line, even if it only runs once a week. 
Rowland said the plan is now to couple the train’s cars onto Amtrak’s tri-weekly Cardinal. Still to be worked out is whether the 
cars can be uncoupled at White Sulphur Springs or go on to Huntington, W.Va., or another location where they can be removed 
from the Amtrak train. The company had purchased former Norfolk Southern C39-8 locomotives to pull the train, but those are 
now for sale. 

Rare Mileage Photo Trip to Run on Reading & Northern 
Published: February 29, 2012 

SHAVERTOWN, Pa. – The Lackawanna & Wyoming Valley Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society is sponsoring a 
rare mileage photo freight excursion on the Reading & Northern Railroad on May 5. 

The train will travel over freight only trackage from Port Clinton to North Reading yard, Tamaqua, East Mahanoy Junction, and 
Mahanoy City, Pa. Three 60-year-old former Lehigh Valley SW8 diesels, which have been hauling anthracite coal since they 
were delivered to the Lehigh Valley, will power the train. 

The train will consist of ten Reading & Northern hopper cars, passenger cars, and a caboose. The train will depart Port Clinton 
at 11 a.m. and return by 7 p.m. Three photo-freight run-bys are planned. Passenger equipment will be cut off for the run-bys. 

Coach tickets are $79; open-air photo car, $89; or caboose, $99. A one-way cab ride is $150 in addition to the ticket price. For 
tickets send a check or money order made out to “L&WV NRHS Excursion” and mail it to: L&WVRHS Excursion, 30 Harford 
Avenue, Shavertown PA 18708. For more information contact: edlvrr@gmail.com. 

Red Springs & Northern Sponsoring Track Speeder Ride 
Published: February 28, 2012 

RED SPRINGS, N.C. – A chance to ride a portion of an Atlantic Coast Line branch is coming up soon. 

The Red Springs and Northern Railroad Foundation is sponsoring a track speeder ride on Mar. 31, 2012. Three round trips will 
be operated covering the 13-mile line from Red Springs to Parkton, N.C. at 8:30 a.m., 12:15 p.m., and 4 p.m. 

The Red Springs & Northern is part of a line that originally ran from Fayetteville, N.C. to Bennettsville, S.C. The Cape Fear & 
Yadkin Valley Railway built it between 1875 and 1881. It became part of Atlantic Coast Line in 1894. Much of the original line, 
including the portion south of Red Springs, was abandoned following the Seaboard Coast Line merger in 1967. The Laurinburg 
& Southern operated it as a short line in the 1980s. 

Tickets are $15 for adults, $10 for children 12 and under. For reservations call 910-285-6242 during the hours of 7 p.m. to 10 
p.m. eastern time. 

North, South, East, West: Which Way is Best? 
Posted February 29 2012 

By Fred Frailey 

When traveling by train, I subscribe to the way of thinking that says hit me with the best part of the trip first, while I’m fresh. Later 
on I’ll be tired, distracted, absorbed in a book, or maybe even sound asleep. Plus, sometimes you see more going one way than 
the other, as I’m about to demonstrate. So here’s my compass guide to Amtrak (and VIA Rail Canada) travel. 

California Zephyr: This is a no-brainer: Take Train 5 west. Leaving Denver after breakfast, be sure to claim a seat in the 
Sightseer Lounge before the crowd gets there and don’t give it up! Let’s count the canyons: South Boulder, Coal Creek, Fraser, 
Byers, Gore, and Glenwood, in that order, followed by the moonscape desert west of Grand Junction, all in daylight. Going east, 
a late train or just the wrong season has you going through some of these in darkness. 

Canadian: The big difference, as I see it, is spending half a day going west under the train shed in Winnipeg while the train is 
re-launched. Who wants to do that? Eastbound is the way to go. You leave Vancouver at 8:30 p.m. The first day is the British 
Columbia mountains, the second day the prairies, the third northern Ontario’s lakes and forests and the fourth morning the 
arrival in Toronto. 
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Capitol Limited: The best scenery is between Washington and Cumberland, Md., namely Point of Rocks, Harpers Ferry, and of 
course the Potomac River. Going back to my desire to see the best stuff first, this argues for the westbound train. For the perfect 
round trip between DC and Chicago, see the next entry. 

Cardinal: I’ve taken it both ways and prefer going east. Leaving Chicago is a gas, going from railroad to railroad and usually 
being held out off the Union Pacific segment because the Yard Center yardmaster has the track blocked. You may wait an hour. 
That’s okay with me, because it means I can see more of the former Chesapeake & Ohio coal country the next day. And that’s 
the whole point of riding the Cardinal, isn’t it? 

Coast Starlight: Either direction works the same for me. 

Empire Builder: East beats west. You see the Cascades (or the Columbia River if you start from Portland, Ore., the first 
afternoon. Next morning you’re in the Rockies, and the morning after that racing through the Minneapolis suburbs, following by 
the race down the west bank of the Mississippi River to LaCrosse. Going west, you may miss the river and the Rockies, 
depending on the time of year. 

Florida Trains: Something about going to Florida from the north always excites me, even in summer. You go to sleep where it’s 
cold and familiar and wake up where it’s exotic. Maybe that’s because I don’t live in Florida. But that’s my take. I’d rather go 
south. 

Southwest Chief: Go east! You’ll wake up around Kingman and have the whole morning to experience Train 4 weaving 
amongst the BNSF Railway freights. Ditto going from Kansas City to Chicago the second morning. Either direction, you will 
experience the emptiness between Lamy and Raton, N.M. 

Texas Eagle/Sunset Limited: This is purely personal, but I like the idea of spending two whole days, wakeup until supper, 
going through my beloved Texas and standing still in San Antonio while I sleep. You can do that on Trains 21/1. 

Warren Buffett May End Up Owning Amtrak 
Posted February 29 2012 

By Fred Frailey 

Breaking news: In the next few years Amtrak may be privatized, ending up in the portfolio of companies owned by Warren 
Buffett's Berkshire Hathaway. Ridiculous, you say? Yes, it is a bit far fetched, so you're going to need to read what I'm about to 
say slowly and carefully, not skipping over a single syllable. 

I now have it from two very reliable sources within the upper reaches of Amtrak that Berkshire Hathaway subsidiary BNSF 
Railway has been sending Amtrak monthly bills for maintenance of the right of way between LaJunta, Colo., and Lamy, N.M. 
BNSF reasons that because it hasn't run freight trains over this track for some 18 months, any upkeep of the line is Amtrak's 
responsibility. 

But Amtrak has not been paying these bills. Its attitude is that this is . . . well, I'm not sure why it is being obstinate. I mean, 
considering the shape its P42 locomotives are in, I would not want to tempt my landlord to say, next time a crankcase blows up 
in Arizona, that it doesn't lend rescue locomotives to deadbeats. But in any event, the debt is building. 

Here is where you have to use your imagination. I divide Republicans into two camps. There are good Republicans, like Texas 
Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison and me, who like Amtrak. And there are bad Republicans, like presidential wannabe Mitt Romney, 
who do not like Amtrak. Alas, bad Republicans appear to substantially outnumber good Republicans in the halls of Congress. 

Now suppose the Republicans this year sweep those rascal Democrats out of control of the U.S. Senate. They will then 
dominate both houses of Congress. And suppose that Romney whips Obama. Should this happen, the bad Republicans could 
have it within their power to cut off funding for Amtrak. Very quickly it would slide into bankruptcy. 

In bankruptcy court the creditors line up. In this instance, most would opt for liquidation so that they can get at least some of 
their money back. But the courts often favor the plans of creditors who want to keep the business going, in hopes of a recovery. 
(In the case of Amtrak, recovery would mean Democrats bounce back in the 2014 election.) And we know for a fact that Warren 
Buffett, the CEO of Berkshire Hathaway, likes trains. He likes them so much he bought his own 1:1 model railroad named 
BNSF. In my scenario, as a creditor, Buffett's company would step forward to champion running Amtrak in bankruptcy and would 
take control of the passenger train company. 

Are you still with me? OK, it's a stretch. But stranger things than this happen to people and to companies that don't pay their 
bills. 

CP Expands Bakken Crude-By-Rail Operations 
Published March 06, 2012 

Canadian Pacific will be moving additional Bakken crude oil by unit train from a planned industry logistics hub served by its 
North Dakota network.   The Van Hook, N.D., facility, to be developed by U.S. Development Group (USD), will handle crude oil 
and related products from the Bakken formation and will have initial capacity of up to 35,000 barrels per day at eight automated 
truck unloading positions. 

Located on CP’s Bakken North Dakota network, the hub “will efficiently facilitate the loading of product via onsite tankage from 
truck or pipeline to railcar for movement to markets across North America,” CP said. “This high-capacity facility will become part 
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of the largest crude-by-rail network in the U.S. and will initially allow for the assembly of 15 to 17 crude oil unit trains per month, 
numbering up to 104 railcars, for haulage on our extensive network and to all parts of North America. Capacity will expand to 
accommodate up to 30 unit trains per month once the terminal is fully developed.” 

The new Bakken crude origination terminal will join USD’s St. James Rail Terminal (Louisiana), Eagle Ford Crude Terminal 
(Texas), Niobrara Crude Terminal (Colorado), and Houston Rail Terminal as part of a nationwide network of crude oil and 
related products terminals. USD, which pioneered the hub concept, “is actively developing additional terminal locations for safe 
and efficient rail movements of oil, condensate, and related products from major production areas to refining and distribution 
centers across North America,” CP said.   “Canadian Pacific is the only North American railroad to serve the Bakken Formation, 
the Alberta Industrial Heartland, and the Marcellus Shale. In addition, CP is the only Class I to connect the energy hubs of the 
U.S. Midwest, Alberta, and Saskatchewan to the Northeast U.S. Through its network to the Northeast U.S., and through the 
Kansas City gateway to the U.S. Gulf Coast, CP is able to partner with the energy industry to facilitate growth in moving oil and 
energy-related materials. Each year, CP moves hundreds of thousands of carloads of energy-related products, including crude 
oil, sulphur, fuels, diluents, and materials key to the energy industry, such as pipe and frac sand.” 

Said Dan Borgen, USD President and CEO, “CP’s commitment to joint market development, service, and infrastructure 
enhancements in the Bakken region make them an important partner as USD continues to grow our network of crude oil origins 
and destinations. We have a strong market opportunity in front of us. By working in close collaboration with CP, our customers 
and the community, we can safely and rapidly maximize rail shipments of Bakken crude.” 

“This partnership with USD strengthens our network and advances our strategy to drive volume growth, expand network 
capacity, and achieve targeted improvements in our operating efficiency,” said Jane O'Hagan, CP Executive Vice President and 
Chief Marketing Officer. “This agreement reinforces our railway's established reputation for safely moving energy products and 
delivering these products to market. We remain committed to continuing to provide the capacity our customers need to grow and 
to continue growing alongside them. We have extended our energy franchise with ongoing capital investments on our U.S. 
Midwest network and are moving forward with our 2012 accelerated capital plan, which includes investments that support our 
energy growth strategy. These investments expand network capacity and enhance our proven oil-by-rail service model in order 
to meet increased traffic demands from the Bakken and the input growth it will drive for inbound materials such as frac sand and 
pipe. By taking advantage of our network to the Northeast U.S. and through our Kansas City gateway to the U.S. Gulf Coast, 
Canadian Pacific is able to partner with the energy industry to facilitate further growth in moving oil and energy-related 
materials.” 

CSX Gets Approval for Second Main in Florida City 
Published: March 1, 2012 

OCALA, Fla. – The city of Ocala has agreed to sell CSX land to build a second main track in Ocala in exchange for safer 
crossings and the ability to apply for a quiet zone, the Ocala Star Banner has reported. The second track is needed as CSX 
reroutes trains to the ex-Seaboard Air Line “S” line thought Ocala. The trains are moving from the former Atlantic Coast Line “A” 
line through Orlando as part of the SunRail commuter train project now under construction. CSX said it plans to add an 
additional seven to eight freight trains on the “S” line through Ocala. Currently, 16 to 20 freight trains pass through the city each 
day. 

As part of the deal, CSX would pay the city $75,000 for a right-of-way and would close two crossing. CSX would improve 
another crossing at Southwest Third Street, where the city would apply for a quiet zone. With CSX doing improvement work at 
the crossing, the cost to the city for the quiet zone would drop from approximately $150,000 to $75,000. 

The double track project will involve connecting two sidings at Ocala and Singletary. The existing Ocala siding will be extended 
north about a half a mile to connect with the Singletary siding, which will be extended nearly two miles to the south. Once 
complete, CSX will have approximately six miles of double track through Ocala. 

BNSF Official: Energy Boom Driving Business Up To Pre-Recession Levels 
Published: March 9, 2012 

HOUSTON, Texas – David Garin, vice president of industrial products for BNSF Railway, said this week the company’s 
business is nearly back to where it was in 2006 before the recession, the Houston Chronicle reports. Garin said the domestic 
energy boom is driving the recovery for the railroad. 

Garin made the comments at a luncheon at the Transportation Club of Houston. What’s propelling growth now, he said, is not 
demand for shipment of housing-related material, like lumber, but of energy-related cargo. He said shipments of steel and other 
items for energy production on BNSF have increased about as much as housing material shipments have declined. 

Advances in hydraulic fracturing and horizontal drilling are pushing a boom in production of oil and gas locked in shale 
formations, which until recently could not be produced economically. Garin said BNSF is shipping ten times as much sand used 
in hydraulic fracturing as before the boom. “It’s really driving growth for us,” he said. Garin said demand for housing-related 
material will come back, but “we don’t know when.” 
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Norfolk Southern Provides More Details About Heritage Units 
Published: March 1, 2012 

NORFOLK, Va. – Norfolk Southern Thursday announced the builders for its 18 heritage units that will appear in commemorative 
schemes of historic diesels. 

The railroad also acknowledged that while the idea for heritage units has been suggested by many, it was Virginia Museum of 
Transportation Artist In Residence Andy Fletcher’s drawings that prompted CEO Wick Moorman to give the go ahead for the 
project. 

The first units will be delivered in March, and all units are expected to be riding the rails by June 1, Norfolk Southern’s 30th 
anniversary. 

Each paint scheme will be modified to fit contemporary locomotives while staying as true as possible to the original designs. 
Norfolk Southern employees in Altoona, Pa., and Chattanooga, Tenn., will paint GE ES44AC locomotives, while the EMD 
SD70ACe units will be painted at Progress Rail Services’ facility in Muncie, Ind. 

The units are:  
 Central of Georgia Railway, GE. 
 Central Railroad of New Jersey, EMD. 
 Conrail, GE. 
 Delaware, Lackawanna and Western, EMD. 
 Erie, EMD. 
 Illinois Terminal Railroad, EMD. 
 Interstate, GE. 
 Lehigh Valley Railroad, GE. 
 New York Central Railroad, EMD. 
 Nickel Plate Road, GE. 
 Norfolk Southern Railway, EMD. 
 Norfolk & Western Railway, GE. 
 Pennsylvania Railroad, GE. 
 Reading Co., EMD. 
 Savannah & Atlanta Railway, EMD. 
 Southern Railway, GE. 
 Virginian Railway, EMD. 
 Wabash Railroad, EMD. 

 

 
Central of Georgia 

 
Central Railroad of New Jersey 

 
Conrail 

 
Delaware, Lackawanna & Western 

 
Erie 

 
Illinois Terminal 

 
Interstate 

 
Lehigh Valley 
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New York Central 

 
Nickel Plate 

 
Original Norfolk Southern 

 
Norfolk & Western 

 
Pennsylvania Railroad 

 
Reading 

 
Savannah & Atlanta 

 
Southern 

 
Virginian 

 
Wabash 

Renderings courtesy of and copyrighted by Andy Fletcher 

Work Begins on Roanoke Station Renovation 
Published: March 8, 2012 

ROANOKE, Va. – Groundbreaking ceremonies were held this week to mark the start of restoration of the former Virginian 
Railway passenger station in Roanoke. The station, heavily damaged in a fire in 2001, is being restored by the Roanoke 
Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society, in partnership with the Roanoke Valley Preservation Foundation. Norfolk 
Southern transferred ownership of the station to the chapter in 2005. 

Plans are to restore the building to its appearance as built in 1909. The smaller baggage and express building will be used as a 
museum to memorialize the Virginian Railway and its employees. Through online access it will make the archival collection of 
the Roanoke Chapter and others available to the public. The passenger station building will be leased to a commercial tenant to 
provide income to sustain future operations of both buildings. 

So far, the Roanoke Chapter has raised more than $1 million for the project. “The plan is to conduct the restoration in two 
phases,” James Cosby, chapter treasurer and chairman of the restoration committee, said in a news release. “Phase I includes 
abatement of the substantial asbestos and lead paint contamination on site, building stabilization and replacement of the terra 
cotta roof. We hope to go seamlessly into Phase II and complete the interior of the two buildings involved, landscaping and the 
parking lot within a year.” 

The station is one of just a handful of Virginian buildings remaining. It served as Roanoke’s Virginian station until cessation of 
passenger service in January 1956. The station is listed on the Virginia Landmarks Register and the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

To make a donation to the restoration efforts go to http://roanokenrhs.org/VGNDonate.html. 

Flying Scotsman to Carry Olympic Torch 
Published: March 8, 2012 

YORK, England – The Olympic Games are coming to London this summer, with the Olympic flame making its way around the 
United Kingdom before the games open on July 27. On June 20, the famous “Flying Scotsman” steam locomotive, presently 
under restoration, will pull a train carrying the torch from York to Thirsk. 
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The 4-6-2 was built in 1923 for the London & North Eastern Railway and was used to pull long distance express trains. On Nov. 
30, 1934 pulling a light test train, it became the first steam locomotive to be officially recorded at 100 mph. 

Now owned by the National Railway Museum at York, the Class A3 Pacific is currently in the final stages of a $3.4 million 
overhaul at a shop in Bury. Its first team tests are expected to take place on the East Lancashire Railway in the last two weeks 
of May. The engine’s loaded main line test run is expected to take place between Bury and York on May 31. 

Rare Mileage Trip to Operate on Wheeling & Lake Erie 
Published: March 8, 2012 

ORRVILLE, Ohio – The Orrville Railroad Heritage Society is sponsoring a diesel-powered “rare mileage” excursion over the 
Wheeling & Lake Erie Railway on April 21, 2012. The trip will include former Akron, Canton & Youngstown Railroad trackage. 

The trip will depart from Medina, Ohio at 9 a.m. April 21. The train will run west to Spencer and New London over W&LE’s Carey 
Subdivision, track that has not seen a passenger train in several years. The train will return to Spencer, then continue via Lodi, 
Creston, Smithville, and Orrville to Brewster, Ohio, where Wheeling & Lake Erie’s shops and main offices are located. The train 
will then head north via Navarre, Canton, and Hartville to AC&Y Junction in Mogadore, Ohio. The excursion then heads west via 
Akron, returning to Medina at 5:30 p.m. 

For ticket and ordering information go to http://www.orrvillerailroad.com/, click “Tickets” at the top of the homepage, then “Spring 
Circle & Rare Mileage Trip.” 

Wabtec Wins Amtrak Contract 
Published: March 8, 2012 

WILMERDING, Pa. – Wabtec Corp. announced today it has signed a contract to provide components for 130 new passenger 
cars being built for Amtrak in New York State by CAF USA, Inc. Wabtec will provide braking equipment, door operating systems, 
sanitation systems, springs, draft gears and heating, ventilating, and air conditioning equipment for the base order of 130 cars, 
and expects to provide the same components if the option for an 70 additional cars is exercised. Delivery of the new cars is 
expected in 2013-14. 

CSX Improves Tunnel Clearances on Magnolia Cutoff 
Published: March 7, 2012 

PAW PAW, W.Va. – As part of the CSX National Gateway improvement project, the railroad is working to improve tunnel 
clearances on the former Baltimore & Ohio Magnolia Cutoff. The cutoff is a 12-mile relocation of the B&O main line opened in 
December 1914 in the eastern panhandle of West Virginia. 

All four tunnels on the cutoff will see clearance work. Contractors will remove the concrete liners in the ceilings of Carothers, 
Graham, and Randolph tunnels; while Stuart tunnel will be notched. CSX is also updating the signaling system. Former B&O 
position light signals are being removed and replaced. 

The National Gateway project is designed to increase the vertical clearances at 61 locations on CSX to accommodate trains 
carrying double-stack intermodal containers and other high-clearance trains between eastern ports and the Midwest. – Alex 
Mayes 

Skoropowski Named to Florida East Coast Passenger Post 
Published: March 5, 2012 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. – The Florida East Coast Railway has announced that it has appointed Eugene Skoropowski to senior 
vice president of passenger rail development. Skoropowski will report to Jim Hertwig, FEC president and CEO, and will be 
based out of Orlando, Florida. He will assist in the anticipated development of passenger service over the FEC between 
Jacksonville and Miami, which has been under consideration for several years. 

Skoropowski is well known in the railroad industry for his successful management of California’s Capitol Corridor passenger rail 
service in partnership with Amtrak, the state of California, and Union Pacific. The170-mile route has become the fastest growing 
intercity passenger route in the country. He spent the last two years as a rail consultant with international engineering firm 
HNTB. He has also served as director of rail projects at Fluor Corp., where he worked on passenger rail developments in 
Florida, Montreal, Paris, London and Amsterdam. 

Rocky Mountain Railroad Club Hosting Two 
Steam-Powered Photo Charters This Fall 

Published: March 16, 2012 

DENVER — The Rocky Mountain Railroad Club will run photo charters in September on both the Cumbres & Toltec and 
Durango & Silverton railroads. Both excursions will be two-day events and operate during the height of the fall color season. 

The first excursion will run on the Cumbres & Toltec on Sept. 24 and 25 with an overnight stay at Antonio. The special will 
feature a double headed train to the top of Cumbres Pass and a single engine beyond. The second will operate on September 
27 and 28 on the Durango & Silverton with an overnight stay in Silverton. This special will operate with a single steam engine. 
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The Cumbres & Toltec special will feature Mudhen K-27 No. 463 on the entire excursion and will double-head to the top of 
10,000-foot Cumbres Pass with K-36 No. 484. 

For more details, visit the club’s website. 

Olympic Torch Pulled by Flying Scotsman Canceled 
Published: March 16, 2012 

YORK, England — The National Railway Museum announced today the famous Flying Scotsman steam locomotive will not be 
ready in time to pull the Olympic torch in June. News Wire on March 8 reported on the plan to pull the Olympic torch. The 
locomotive also will be forced to cancel an appearance in April at the Barrow Hill roundhouse, near Chesterfield. 

The 4-6-2 is nearing the end of a $3.4 million overhaul at a shop in Bury. The rebuild is suffering delays as a result of acquiring 
replacement parts for the locomotive. 

The Class A3 Pacific was scheduled to pull the Olympic torch from York to Thirst on June 20. It will still appear at National 
Railway Museum’s Railfest 2012 in June since its appearance there doesn’t require mainline certification. 

College Creates Railway Tourism Center 
Published: March 16, 2012 

ELKINS, W.Va. – Davis & Elkins College is creating the Center for Railway Tourism within the college’s business department, 
and classes will be available to students starting this fall. Author James T. Porterfield will lead the program, which will be part of 
the Recreation and Tourism Management division. 

The railway tourism center will provide a “first-class educational and support center dedicated to developing and sharing the 
knowledge and human resources needed to insure the future success of the railway tourism industry,” Porterfield said. 

The center plans to offer a course in heritage tourism that covers historic railways in Spring 2013. Porterfield anticipates this will 
be the first of several specialty courses that can be offered through distance education to give more people the opportunity to 
earn certification as a railway tourism specialist. 

The area has several examples in close proximity. The West Virginia Central operates three tourist railroads nearby, including 
one that utilizes former Western Maryland tracks in Elkins. Also nearby is the Cass Scenic Railroad, which turns 50 years old in 
2013. 
 
Carol Carter, chair of the College’s Department of Business Administration, Economics, Hospitality and Tourism Management, 
added that the school will make available its conference meeting space to support the tourist railway industry and will offer 
programs such as film festivals, art and literature events, and other activities. 

Summerail List of Presenters Finalized 
Published: March 15, 2012 

CINCINNATI — The 17th annual Summerail presentation at Cincinnati Union Station will be held on Saturday Aug. 11 from 10 
a.m. to 10 p.m. Summerail is a collection of multimedia shows put on by the best photographers in the railfan hobby. The event 
has two overlapping activities on Saturday, a swap show that runs from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and the multimedia shows which 
begins at 1 p.m. and runs until 10 p.m. 

Tickets for the Saturday show are $20 with free admission to the swap meet. On Friday night, a traditional ‘talkie’ program is 
presented free of charge inside the auditorium at Cincinnati Union Station. This year’s presenters and their show are listed 
below (in alphabetical order). 

 Richard Acton Sr., B&W Adventures of the 1940s & 50s 
 Mike Danneman, Last of a Breed 
 Bob Eisthen, I Got Them Dixie Shortline Blues 
 Jerry Pyfer, Tales of the Rails – ICG Era 
 Chris Haines, My Formidable Years 
 Dave Honan, Go West Young Man 
 Joel Jensen, Steam, an Enduring Legacy 
 Scott Lothes, China-Along Steam's Last Main Line 
 Lloyd Rinehart, Sweet Home Chicago 
 Thomas Seiler, See the USA with Amtrak 
 Craig Williams, My BNSF 

For more information and how to order tickets, please visit http://cincinnatirrclub.org/Summerail/index.shtml. 
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Union Pacific Sends Rotary East for Overhaul 
Published: March 15, 2012 

ROSEVILLE, Calif. – Union Pacific assembled a special train of Donner Pass snow fighting equipment, including one rotary 
snow plow, for movement east to be rebuilt. The special train, scheduled to leave Sunday, will forward the rotary to Council 
Bluffs, Iowa, to interchange with BNSF for final movement to Relco’s Albia, Iowa, plant. 

The rotary, numbered SPMW No. 207 is based at Roseville but not seen service in years. Union Pacific considered it retired and 
retained it as a parts source to keep the other Roseville based rotaries operating. Those units saw service in the winter of 2011. 
Stored between 1998 and last year when a March 7 storm dumped 15 feet of snow on Donner Pass, the former Southern Pacific 
rotaries worked for almost three weeks.  Along with the rotaries, converted F7B SPMW No. 222 and GP38-2s No. 566 and 587 
will accompany the move. The F7B will travel to Iowa with the rotary while the GP38-2s are destined for Union Pacific shops in 
North Little Rock, Ark., for overhaul. 

Due to the poor condition of No. 207, Union Pacific loaded the rotary onto depressed flat car KRL 152 for transport to Iowa. 

Goose Fest Coming to Colorado Railroad Museum 
Published: March 14, 2012 

Golden, Colo. – Colorado Railroad Museum will be hosting Goose Fest at their museum June 16 and 17. At the event, six of the 
seven Galloping Geese will be operating during the event. The term Galloping Goose refers to a unique motorcar built and 
operated by Rio Grande Southern from 1931-1952 in remote areas of southwest Colorado as a means to reduce costs over 
operating a traditional steam powered train. While the railroad merely called them “Motors” their catchy nickname is much more 
common. 

With Rio Grande Southern only constructing seven of the unique machines, the gathering in June will mark the first time six of 
them have been together since the end of regular operations in 1952. For more information about the event, 
see http://coloradorailroadmuseum.org. 

UP steam locomotive No. 844 to lead Shiloh Troop Train 
Published: March 14, 2012 

OMAHA, Neb. – Union Pacific 4-8-4 No. 844 will depart Cheyenne March 22 and embark on a seven day trip to Arkansas to 
transport civil war re-enactors to Marion, Ark., just across the Mississippi River from Memphis. This year marks the 150th 
anniversary of the battle of Shiloh located near Shiloh, Tenn., approximately 100 miles east of Memphis. The Blue –Gray 
Alliance is presenting the event and giving participants a chance to travel by train to the re-enactment just as real soldiers 
arrived by train to the battle of Shiloh in 1862. 

Union Pacific will provide a 21 car train for the event, deadheading from Cheyenne to Council Bluffs, Iowa, where eight cannons 
will be loaded onto the train for transport. From Council Bluffs, the train will travel to Kansas City where more than 300 civil war 
re-enactors and their guests are expected to board for the trip to Marion. The re-enactment will take place between March 29 
and April 1. The timeline for the train is as follows: 

 March 22, Cheyenne to North Platte 
 March 23, North Platte to Council Bluffs 
 March 24, Load equipment in Council Bluffs 
 March 25, Council Bluffs to Kansas City 
 March 26, layover in Kansas City 
 March 27, Kansas City to St. Louis 
 March 28, St. Louis to Marion 

For a more detailed schedule, including intermediate servicing stops, links to track the train via GPS, and locations for public 
viewing, visit www.uprr.com/newsinfo/media_kit/steam/generic.shtml. 

Susquehanna Move to Modernize Its Locomotive 
Fleet May Include a Heritage Unit 

Published: March 14, 2012 

COOPERSTOWN, N.Y. — The New York, Susquehanna & Western will be taking delivery of six modern six-axle units by July 
2012 to handle road assignments between Binghamton, N.Y., and North Bergen, N,J,, while ridding several models from its 
locomotive roster. 

Six former GMTX (ex-Oakway 9016, 9044, 9061, 8067, 9094, and 9095) SD60s are being long-term leased (greater than 5 
years) and are in the process of being overhauled and rebuilt by VMV in Paducah, Ky.  The units are undergoing major rebuild 
of all components, including: the prime mover, AR-11 alternator, trucks, cooling fans, grid blowers, grids, and wheels. When they 
emerge from VMV, they will wear NYSW road numbers 3800, 3802, 3804, 3806, 3808, and 3810; five are set to wear the 
railroad's standard yellow-and-black bumblebee scheme and the sixth will most likely wear a maroon-and-silver heritage 
scheme, similar to that worn by the NYSW’s RS1 fleet at one time. 
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NYSW plans on having the units online by mid-July 2012, with service initially slated for the SU-99 and SU-100 road freights.  
NYSW’s Chief Mechanical Officer, George King says the units will be equipped with global positioning satellite systems, a new 
fuel management system, narrow band radios, and new head-of-train/end-of-train system. 

King relays that the Susquehanna is also eyeing a replacement model for its 4-axle motive power needs.  The railroad has 
already tested CEFX GP20D 2010 and is currently testing Progress Rail model PR22B Genset 2009. GATX is scheduled to 
send a GP15-2, a modernized 1,500 hp GP15 model, for testing in late spring. Conrail Shared Assets units will be used while 
Susquehanna management decides on which 4-axle platform will be used longer term. 

The status of the remainder of the NYSW motive power fleet stands as follows: 

 CEFX SD40-2 lease units currently assigned to road trains are scheduled to go offline in July 2012 
 GP20 2062-2064-2066 are for sale or will be scrapped in 2012 
 GP40 3040 will continue in service at Utica, N.Y. 
 GP40 3042 will be kept stored unserviceable pending future expansion plans 
 SD40-2s 3012-3014-3016-3018-3022 will remain in service with minimal out of service time dependent on traffic 

volumes 
 SD45-2 3618 & 3634 and SD40-2 3010 will remain stored serviceable pending traffic changes 
 F45 3636 and SD40 3020 are to be scrapped on site in 2012 

 SD70Ms 4050, 4052, and 4054 are parked pending rebuild/lease out or rebuild and use on line decision 

Southern Steam Stars Getting Prepped in Tennessee 
By Jim Wrinn   Published: March 14, 2012 

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. — Workers at the Soule Shops at Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum have been busy this winter with 
repairs to two of the stars of the museum’s own steam program and of Norfolk Southern’s new mainline steam program, Trains 
News Wire learned. 

Southern Railway 2-8-0 No. 630, which debuted NS’s 21st Century Steam program last summer, got wheel work this winter. On 
a November trip from Knoxville, Tenn., to Chattanooga, Tenn., the 1904 Alco’s main axle bearings ran hot, forcing it to be 
removed from the train so a diesel could take over. 

TVRM President Tim Andrews told Trains Newswire that the 630 is back in one piece with the No. 4 axle having been converted 
from grease to oil to provide better lubrication. Break-in runs should start soon, and if successful, other axles will be converted to 
oil lubrication as well. 

Meanwhile, Southern 2-8-2 No. 4501’s major overhaul is continuing. The 1911 Baldwin’s crankpins are getting attention, firebox 
rigid stay bolts have been installed but not driven, and the back head is being fitted up this week with braces and flexible stay 
bolts to follow. The cab is almost finished and ready to install. 

In addition, the rebuilt engine, which has always been hand fired, will feature a stoker, which was removed from TVRM’s 
Canadian National 4-6-2 No. 5288. 

NS has not provided a schedule for this year’s 21st Century Steam operations, but Chairman and CEO Wick Moorman said last 
year that his aim is to cover 1,800 miles in2012 with TVRM steam power using a power car and five commuter coaches under 
overhaul at the NS shop in Altoona, Pa. 

EMD to Finish Locomotive Assembly in Canada 
Published: March 13, 2012 

LONDON, Ont. — Electro Motive Diesel has worked out an arrangement with its former workers and the local union to complete 
assembly of the remaining locomotives at its former London, Ont., plant before permanently shuttering it. 

Canadian Auto Workers union and EMD have agreed to a plan in which employees will return to London and finish assembly of 
three outstanding orders between now and September. Other work such as traction motor assembly is believed to be included 
with the deal. EMD shut down the Canadian plant at the end of 2011 after opening a new plant in Muncie, Ind. 

Left to finish is a portion of Union Pacific 2012 order for 73 SD70ACes, 60 of which are being assembled at Bombardier 
Transportation’s Sahagun, Mexico, plant. The remaining 13 units numbered 8771-8783 will be constructed and delivered from 
London. 

The other two orders are for the EMD/Progress lease fleet and are two orders for SD70ACe’s. The first order is Nos. 2100-2109 
while the second is 2110-2114. The latter order will include cab signals and more ballast, making them compatible with CSXs 
current specifications for new power. 

Nickel Plate Road 2-8-4 No. 765 to Join in Norfolk 
Southern’s 30th Anniversary Celebration 

Published: March 13, 2012 

FORT WAYNE, Ind. — Norfolk Southern will use the Fort Wayne Railroad Historical Society’s Nickel Plate Road 2-8-4 No. 765 
on employee-only business train specials in and around five Midwestern terminals this summer. The operations are called the 
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Blue Ribbon Special and are run for employees who go above and beyond the call of duty. With the trips also tied into NS's 30th 
anniversary, the 765's runs mark the first time NS has used the NKP engine directly since its 2005 overhaul. 

In addition to its hometown, the 1944 Lima-built locomotive will visit Elkhart and Muncie, Ind., as well as Bellevue and Toledo, 
Ohio, the society said. Dates will be pinned down later, but no public trips have been scheduled. The 765’s appearances this 
year are not part of NS’s 21st Century Steam program that is in conjunction with Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum. The 
schedule for that program for 2012 has not been released. 

Founded in 1972, the Fort Wayne Railroad Historical Society, Inc. will also celebrate its 40th anniversary in 2012. The railroad 
historical society was the first all volunteer, non-profit to restore and operate a mainline steam locomotive after removing No. 
765 from Fort Wayne’s Lawton Park in 1974 and rehabilitating it to operating condition in 1979. The locomotive has 
traveled more than 50,000 miles in public exhibition and excursion service and was recently rebuilt in 2005. It has ferried over 
NS with diesel escorts to shortline and tourist railroads in Indiana, Michigan, and Illinois in recent years. 

TV Show to Feature Father and Son Owners of Flagg Coal 75 Steam Locomotive 
Published: March 12, 2012 

ASHLEY, IND. — A father-son duo located in northeast Indiana whose unconventional approach to preserving operational 
steam locomotives will be featured in a pilot program for the TLC cable television network. 

The show will be called “John and Barney: Have Engine, Will Travel,” referring to their well-traveled 0-4-0T, Flagg Coal Co., No. 
75. John and Barney Gramling have grown their preservation efforts to two operating engines and expanded their vision about 
sharing their passion with others interested in steam locomotives. 

TLC will begin filming the pilot next month and will document the father and son as they pursue their passion of rebuilding and 
traveling with their steam locomotives. The two locomotives will travel extensively this year and can be found at the following 
locations: 

 Heart of Dixie Railroad Museum, Calera, Ala. 
 North Carolina Transportation Museum, Spencer, N.C. 
 Whitewater Valley Railroad, Connersville and Metamora, Ind. 
 Railroad Museum of New England, Thomaston, Conn. 
 Walkersville Southern, near Frederick, Md. 
 Oil Creek & Titusville Railroad, Pa. 
 South Carolina Railroad Museum, Winnsboro, S.C. 

The Gramlings bought No. 75 in 1991, and it began its travels in 2004. Their second locomotive, 0-6-0T No. 126, debuted last 
year. 

Disturbing the Peace 
Posted March 20, 2012 By Fred Frailey 

Well, CSX sure made a mess of things in Emporia, Va. The town of almost 6,000 people, some 10 miles north of the North 
Carolina border, was invaded yesterday morning by System Track Gang T-2. T-2 and its allied contractors proceeded to tear out 
all but two of the pencil-shaped town’s nine street crossings. The armada of some 30 pieces of mechanized on-track equipment 
was all but gone by quitting time today, leaving behind 6,000 people who cannot easily get from one side of Emporia to the 
other.  A cab driver who stopped me to ask what’s going on was upset, but he shouldn’t be because detours only add to the size 
of his fares. 

Tomorrow, no doubt, CSX people will relay timber in the crossings, paving contractors will spread asphalt, and life will return to 
normal in Emporia for another seven years, when the next disruption should occur. CSX likes to revisit main lines every seven 
years, replacing one-third to one-fourth of the ties. This guarantees that all the ties won’t wear out at the same time. 

I seldom see system track gangs of this size, and even less often have time to stop and look at the work they do. This is a big 
event on the CSX A Line, which connects Philadelphia and Washington to Florida. Gang T-2 and sister gang T-9 get 10-hour 
curfews every Monday through Thursday during the month of March, working between Collier (Petersburg), Va., and Selma, 
N.C., some 100 miles. Today Gang T-9 was 20 miles south of Emporia, in Weldon, N.C. Both gangs are heading south. 

The impact of track work of this sort is enormous. Above all else, they leave behind a better railroad. But the short-term down 
side is big, too. CSX intermodal trains by and large run in the evening and early morning and clear the curfew handily. Not so 
lucky is Amtrak. Its New York-Savannah, Ga., Palmetto is cancelled during curfew days this month. The New York-
Charlotte Carolinian runs only between Raleigh and Charlotte, N.C. The northbound Silver Star from Miami to New York is 
running five hours early all seven days of the week. But most CSX freights just grin and bear it. 

The first trains through Emporia this evening were two favorites of mine, Q740, the northbound Tropicana orange juice train, en 
route from Bradenton, Fla., to the grocery store shelves of New York City, and its southbound counterpart, Q741, which in 
addition to its empty juice cars picks up southbound containers in Philadelphia, to drop off in Jacksonville, Fla. This will be a 
busy night as CSX tries to do in 14 hours the freight traffic it normally handles in 24. Too bad I won't be up until 4. 

My friend Andy works on a CSX system tie gang. He’s presently in southern Indiana. I called Andy this afternoon to ask about 
the best part of his job. “Nothing,” he replied. On second thought, he said the pay is good, $22 to $24 an hour. CSX puts him up 
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in a clean hotel room every night, too. And what’s the worst part, I asked? “I have no life,” he replied without an instant’s 
hesitation. “I’ve been home one time this year.” Yet Andy seemed almost thrilled that someone would be asking questions about 
what a tie gang does. “The simple things we do appear hard, and the hard things simple,” he began.  I managed to say goodbye 
before he kept me up all night. 

That’s it from southern Virginia, folks. Tomorrow, on to Jesup, Ga. Surely some adventure awaits me. If so, you’ll hear about it. 

Why the Sun Isn't Shining on Coal 
Posted March 20, 2012 By Fred Frailey 

The coal and railroad businesses go hand in hand. CSX and Norfolk Southern get almost one-third of their revenues from coal, 
Union Pacific and BNSF Railway roughly one-fourth. So when BNSF has almost 130 train sets of coal cars in storage — think of 
a line of cars 150 miles long — you know the coal business is hurting. 

Three phenomena are at work. One is the unusually warm winter we just experienced. The second is substitution of dirt-cheap 
natural gas for coal. And the third is the anticipated closing between now and 2015 of small, old coal-fired electrical-generating 
stations which cannot economically be retrofitted to meet tougher environmental standards. 

Right now coal production is down about 15 percent from 2011 levels. Roughly three-fourths of the decline is in the east, the rest 
in Wyoming’s Powder River Basin. (Output in the Illinois Basin is about even with last year.) 

So what’s going on? Paul Forward, who follows mining for the investment firm Stifel Nicolaus, extrapolates from data that about 
one-third of the drop in coal production can be explained by the warm winter. What goes around comes around, and for all I 
know we will have a scorching summer that has the reverse effect on coal demand by electric utilities. 

By implication, the rest of the falloff in coal output can be traced to historically low gas prices. Credit hydraulic fracturing of shale 
formations in places like Pennsylvania, Texas, Arkansas, and Louisiana for a huge oversupply that drove gas prices to the 
current level of about $2.50 per million British thermal units (MMBtu). This reversed a decades-old relationship between coal 
and gas. Until now, says Forward, coal has been cheaper than gas when converted into electricity. But now gas undercuts coal. 
Concludes Forward in a presentation made earlier this month: “We will see a long-term wave of decision making by utilities to 
abandon coal plants and to utilize existing gas power capacity as well as make new build decisions that will be natural gas.” 

It’s a good thing for railroads that their power utility customers are regulated monopolies almost guaranteed their profits. And 
railroads should thank their lucky stars that few if any gas providers will sign long-term contracts. Otherwise, the decline in coal 
usage would be not an orderly march but a rout. Analyst Anthony Gallo of Wells Fargo makes this comparison: For central 
Appalachian coal to be competitive, gas would need to be priced above $5.87 MMbtu instead of the current $2.50. Powder River 
Basin coal would require a gas price of $2.95 MMbtu to be in the running. If they choose, utilities can ignore these economic 
realities, for a while. 

The prevailing wisdom is that gas substitution will ebb this year. Not so, contends a team of six analysts at Sanford C. Bernstein, 
a premier Wall Street research firm, who studied gas-for-coal substitution and its impact on railroads. This team, led by Hugh 
Wynne (utilities), David Vernon (railroads), and Bob Brackett (oil and gas), says today’s pricing of gas “is consistent with 
massive substitution” of gas for coal in 2012. The analysts forecast a drop in coal consumption by utilities of 100 million tons 
from Appalachia and 85 million tons from the PRB this year due to substitution.. 

I have a lot of respect for Wynne’s work. He was among the first to quantify two years ago the impact that new environmental 
regulations against mercury would have on demand for coal, particularly in the east. His longer-term forecast for coal goes like 
this: That massive substitution of gas will eat up the excess supply and drive gas prices higher by next year, allowing a partial 
recovery for coal demand. But down will go the roller-coaster as utilities close plants in anticipation of the mercury rule taking 
effect in 2015. 

The Bernstein team’s bottom line for this year is a decline in CSX coal tonnage in the range of 16-19 percent. NS will see a drop 
of 14-16 percent, the team says, and UP 6-8 percent. 

But guess what? Rail car loadings this year are up a bit over 2011. God must love railroads, because they are finding new 
business to take the place of the old. The irony is that a lot of that new business is fracking sand and steel pipe on its way to the 
gas fields. 

Private Passenger Train Vision Calls for Double-Tracking Florida East Coast 
Published: March 23, 2012 

MIAMI – Even if 40 miles of new track are not built by 2014, a new privately-run passenger service in Florida may run anyway, 
the head of passenger rail development for Florida East Coast Industries tells Trains News Wire. 

Eugene Skoropowski, who was named senior vice president of passenger rail development earlier this month, said the railroad 
would run on the existing FEC from Miami to Cocoa, and until the new extension was completed, it could offer connecting 
service at Cocoa to Orlando. Skoropowski said that while months of studies remain, the company envisions operating trains on 
one-hour headways. He told Trains columnist Fred Frailey that the existing FEC would need to be double-tracked for the 
service. “The FEC once was double track, and all the sub-ballast and the bridges are still there,” Skoropowski said. 

Skoropowski, well known in the railroad industry for his successful management of California’s Capitol Corridor passenger 
service, said he looks at the new service as “Capitol Corridor East” but with a much bigger market. He said FEC has been 
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studying the service and went public because it has reached the point where engineering work and ridership surveys need to 
begin. The difference with this proposal, he said, is that this is an existing railroad that already owns 200 miles of track. 

Florida East Coast Industries announced Thursday plans for the privately owned and operated passenger service to connect 
South Florida and Orlando. The company said the project, called All Aboard Florida, would be operational in 2014. Stations in 
Miami, Fort Lauderdale, West Palm Beach, and Orlando would allow transfers to Metrorail, Metromover, and SunRail commuter 
operations. 

Passenger trains would operate over a 240-mile route combining 200 miles of existing Florida East Coast Railway track between 
Miami and Cocoa, and 40 miles of new track to Orlando. Eventually it could be expanded with connections to Tampa and 
Jacksonville, the company said. 

Florida East Coast Railway is privately held by funds managed by Fortress Investment Group, which also owns Florida East 
Coast Industries. Fortress also holds a 59 percent stake in short line conglomerate RailAmerica. Although RailAmerica operated 
FEC for a time, the two have never merged, and FEC is not part of the RailAmerica group of railroads. 

The company said the majority of the approximately $1 billion construction cost would be privately funded without taxpayer 
dollars. 

The announcement did not address several issues, such as how FECI will raise the $1 billion it says will be necessary for the 
project, and how it will gain approvals and acquire right-of-way to build 40 miles of new track. 

Financing the project may not be as large a hurdle as it would appear. Florida East Coast Industries’ parent Fortress Investment 
Group has $43.7 billion in assets and raised $4.2 billion in capital during 2011. Fortress says it has more than 1,000 institutional 
clients and private investors worldwide, but it lost $1.1 billion in 2011. 

Florida East Coast Industries has real estate expertise since it also owns Flagler Development Group, one of South Florida’s 
largest development companies. It owns 5,000 acres of land in the state, including nine acres in downtown Miami that would be 
used for new development, including a new passenger station. 

Skoropowski said if the project moves ahead, the railroad would likely run trains at 79 mph from Miami to West Palm Beach, 110 
mph from West Palm Beach to Cocoa, and 125 mph on the new segment to Orlando. He said two possible alignments are under 
consideration for the new Orlando route. 

Canadian National to Acquire 161 Locomotives 
Published: March 22, 2012 

MONTREAL – Canadian National announced today it will acquire 65 new and 96 second-hand locomotives over the next two 
years. 

CN will take delivery of 35 ES44AC locomotives from General Electric, and 30 SD70ACe locomotives from Electro-Motive Diesel 
in 2013-14. The new locomotives will be equipped with distributed power technology. The company expects that 50 per cent of 
its high-horsepower locomotive fleet will have distributed power by the end of 2013. 

Keith Creel, executive vice-president and chief operating officer, said the acquisition of alternating-current locomotives would 
represent a first for CN. Creel said the AC locomotives would be assigned to heavy coal service in northern British Columbia 
and Alberta. 

This year CN will purchase 42 second-hand GE Dash 8-40C locomotives, 11 leased GE Dash 8-40C locomotives, and 43 
second-hand EMD SD60 locomotives, which will be will be upgraded to CN specifications. 

Norfolk Southern Releases Southern Railway Heritage Locomotive, 
Central of Georgia, Nickel Plate Road Next 

Published: March 21, 2012 

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn.  Norfolk Southern released its second heritage locomotive Tuesday in a Southern Railway scheme of 
the 1970s. ES44AC No. 8099 was painted at the NS shop at DeButts Yard in Chattanooga. The locomotive wears Southern 
Virginia green, with a gray band (that appears white) with gold trim in the same scheme worn the 17 E8s assigned to the 
Southern Crescent passenger train in the 1970s. 

The Southern merged with Norfolk & Western in 1982 to form today¹s Norfolk Southern. 

No. 8099 is one of 19 units to be painted in the schemes of NS¹s predecessor railroads as part of the 30th anniversary of the 
merger of Southern Railway and Norfolk & Western into NS. The first was ES44AC No. 8098, which emerged from the Altoona, 
Pa., Shop in Conrail blue paint on March 15. 

NS spokesman Robin Chapman told Trains News Wire the next unit to be painted at Chattanooga will be in the colors of Central 
of Georgia, No. 8101. The paint shop at Altoona, Pa., will release a unit painted in Nickel Plate Road colors next, possibly by the 
end of this week. 
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Rail provisions, including PTC extension, included in Senate 
Transportation authorization 
Published: March 20, 2012 

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Senate has passed a two-year, $109 billion surface transportation authorization that essentially 
continues current funding levels for another two years. Among the provisions is an extension of the deadline requiring railroads 
to install positive train control on key routes. 

The U.S. House of Representatives is expected to take action on either the Senate version or its own bill before the March 31 
expiration date of current law. House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, has hinted he might move on the Senate proposal or a 
similar bill unless House Republican members unite around their own legislation, which they have been unable to do so. 

The Senate bill does not include funding for the High-Speed & Intercity Passenger Rail Program, but does include several 
passenger rail related provisions. Key components of the bill include:  

 Requiring the U.S. Department of Transportation to develop a long-range national rail plan, as well as regional rail plans 
that address how the national rail plan will be implemented. 

 Requiring the Next Generation Corridor Equipment Pool Committee to establish a passenger equipment pool to lease or 
acquire equipment for state-supported passenger services. The committee includes representatives of Amtrak, the 
Federal Railroad Administration, host freight railroads, passenger railroad equipment manufacturers, interested states, 
and other passenger railroad operators. 

 Creating a transition fund to help states adversely affected by Section 209 of the Passenger Rail Investment and 
Improvement Act of 2008, which requires states to support the operating costs of short-distance passenger services? 

 Creating a grant program, at 100 percent Federal cost, for Amtrak and states to improve or preserve long-distance 
passenger service. 

 Allowing the U.S. Department of Transportation to extend the Positive Train Control deadline in one-year increments up 
until Dec. 31, 2018; 

 Creating new licensing and insurance requirements for passenger rail carriers to carry insurance of at least $200 million. 
Under current law, such a requirement only applies to Amtrak. 

Florida Tourist Line to Host Photo Special 
Published: March 19, 2012 

TAVARES, Fla. – The Tavares, Eustis & Gulf Railroad will operate a photo special on April 14 between Tavares and Lake Jem, 
Fla. Powering will be 2-6-0 No. 2, built by Baldwin Locomotive Works in January 1907 for the Lufkin Land & Lumber Co. The 
locomotive was also used over the years on the Shreveport, Houston & Gulf Railroad, Carter-Kelley Lumber Company, W.T. 
Carter & Brother Lumber Co., the Scott & Bearskin Lake Railroad, and the Reader Railroad. The locomotive was originally a 
wood burner, but was converted to oil in the 1930s. Recently it was converted back to a wood burner. The engine has appeared 
in several films including “3:10 to Yuma,” “Appaloosa,” “There Will Be Blood,” and “True Grit.” 

Two photos runs will be conducted in areas not available to the public, and passengers will have access to the cab. Departure 
from Tavares will be at 9:10 a.m., returning at 11:40 a.m. 

Tickets are $40 per person for coach seats and $50 for caboose seating. Tickets may be purchased online or by phone at 352-
742-7200. Seating is limited to 120 passengers. 

Tavares, Eustis & Gulf trains operate over Pinsly Railroad Co.’s Florida Central Railroad, which was formed in 1986 when it 
leased several lines from CSX. 

 

Thanks to Chapter Friends 
Addison Austin and Al 
Langley for sending me this 
great photo of NS’s third 
Heritage Unit.  I think it is 
the best one to date and a 
great way to end the April 
2012 Flatwheel!!!


